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A  WORD  FOR  THE  GROWNUP  PEOPLE. 
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My  idoa  is  to  croate  nn  inU'rest  in  English  History 
in  tlie  minds  of  young  people,  and  induce  tlu-ni  to 
search  for  themselves  in  other  and  better  works  on 
this  subject;  at  the  same  time  giving  them  a  thought 
of  the  character  and  person <tl if ij  of  each  ruler,  and 
thus  making  them  real  people,  an<l  not  mere  meaning- 
less Dames,  to  the  children.  I  have  suppressed  much 
which  is  unwholesome  food  for  the  young,  and  tried 
to  mark  any  step  towards  civilization,  or  retrogres- 
sive step,  in  each  reign  ;  and  as  anything  in  rhyme 
always  remained  fixed  in  my  memory  when  a  child, 
while  prose  melted  away  and  was  forgotten,  I  have 
written  it  in  rhyme.  I  know  that  I  am  not  a  poet, 
but  would  remind  the  critical,  in  the  words  of  Lord 
Macaulay,  that  "  eloquence  existed  before  syntax,  and 
song  before  prosody,"  and  that  "  rude  societies  have 
versification,  often  of  great  power  and  sweetness," 
before  they  have  "  metrical  canons."  I  have  done  my 
best,  and  would  be  pleased  to  be  excelled  by  nobler 
song  on  the  same  subject.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable, 
because  of  the  cheapness  of  the  work,  to  give  more 

pictures. 

MARY  LESLIE. 
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TowKKs,  tuirrts  ;u)(l  I'luirclios  art'  rich  in  old  st<n'i»'s, 
Every  ineli  of  tln"  land  it  is  clfissicul  j^ioiind, 

Thirty  Mix  sovrn'ij^iis,  their  sins  juul  their  f,'lories, 
'J'heir  sorrows,  their  triuniphs,  iii'e  here  to  he  f(»und. 

Tlieii' <^oo(hu'ss,  their  IkuIiu'ss,  their  loves  and  their  hlijn(h'is 
Hav«'  passed,  l»ut  in  passing;  have  U'ft  a  deep  mark, 

In  striR'tures  and  pictures  and  hatth's  and  \von<hMs, 
Tales  for  the  daylij^ht,  and  soiii^s  fr)r  the  dark. 

And  now,  n\y  d«'ar  childi'en,  I'll  tell  you  a  litth', 
And  only  a  little,  of  each  kin;,'  and  tjueen  ; 

And  of  all  that   I  tell  you.  now  don't  lose  on«'  tittle, 
Jiut  give  your  attention  and  grasj)  wjiat  I  mean. 

If  you  want  to  know  nioi'e  of  it,  whv,  ask  y(»ui'  niothei- ; 

If  you  don't  understand  a  word,  get  it  explained  ; 
Keep  on  at  youi'  father  and  sistei'  and  hi'othei- 

'Till  you  know  all  the  kings  and  tlu^  (jueens  that  have 
reigned 

As  well  as  you  know  your  own  bright  eyes  and  faces. 
For  these  are  real  people  who  have  fought,  worked  and 
played  ; 

Think  about  them,  compai-e  th»'ir  ill  deeds  and  their  graces, 
For  thi.s  is  the  wav  tliat  i^reat  sch(»lars  are  marie. 
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R  H  Y  M  E  S 


OF    TIIK 


KLNGS  AND  QUEENS  01'  ENGLAND. 


AIJ'l{i:i)   THH   CliEAT. 


lioKN  at  Wantage,  Berks,  849. 

Took  Lon.lo,.  f,„,n  the  Danes  a„.l  .In.ve  then,  to  their  ships,  after 
a  ten  years  war.  Ke  .livi<le.l  Knglan.l  int(,  eounties,  i,„ilt  the 
Ln.vers.ty  ,.t  ()xf,.r<l,  surveyed  England,  and  fonne.l  a  eode  „f 
aws,  the  l,asis  .,f  tlie  pre.sent  English  eon.n.on  law.  He  was 
thnce  nurried,  and  translated  part  of  the  Scriptures  int.,  the 
feaxon  tongue. 


On  !  mist  of  contui-ics,  move  gently  hack 

Froni  the  Enghin.l  of  early  ages  long  a-r,, 

Pass,  as  the  ocean  rolls  from  the  soft  sea- wrack  ; 

xMake  revelations,  like  the  melting  snow. 

Rise,  show  the  Saxon  sage 

So  far  before  his  am' 

Alfred,  whose  candles  set  tlie  world  a.^lrw 


u 


ALFRED   THE  GREAT. 


Tlis  little  world.      How  fair  he  stands  and  tall, 

Blue-eyed,  and  hont^st  to  the  very  core  ; 
Old  England's  worthiest  king,  nobler  than  all, 
All  who  succeeded  him,  or  went  before. 
Tiie  scholar,  soldier,  king. 
Who  made  his  rudo  harp  ring 
To  liberty  and  sweet  love  in  days  of  yore. 


n'». 


A  N  ( ;  1  ,<  t  -  S  A  \  ( » N   I )  1 1  Kss  1  ;s. 


Gentle  he  was,  and  just.      He  made  wise  laws 

Ere  the  dawn  of  libert}'^,  in  twilight  dim; 
The  cause  of  downtrodden  man  was  his  own  cause. 
And  trial  by  jury  this  century  owes  to  him. 
Oxford  rose  at  the  word 
Of  her  liege  king  and  lord, 
A  sign  of  peace  in  a  gory  land  and  giim. 


i 


AN»iU)-SA.\ON    KnVHKN    AMJ    FlUK-PLACK. 
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ALFRED    THE   GREAT. 


He  failed  as  a  cook,  and  burnt  the  cakes, 

But  drove  his  foes  to  their  ships.     He  beat  the  Dane 
In  nine  fierce  battles,  'mid  swainps,  bogs,  marshes,  ))rakes. 
Oh  !  mighty  heart,  and  great  and  regal  brain  I 
He  fought  against  the  wrong, 
He  lives  in  tale  and  song. 
Like  a  white  page  in  a  book  defaced  with  blot  and  stain- 

"  An  Englishman  should  be  free,  ever  free 

As  his  own  thoughts,"  said  Alfred,  called  the  Great. 
His  thought  in  this  was  a  noble  prophecy, 

For  freedom  comes,  although  she  cometh  late  ; 
And  the  royal  lover  of  law 
Tn  his  stormy  day  foresaw 
That  liberty  is  the  strength  of  any  state. 


He  (lied  October  20th,   901,   aged  51    years.      Place  of  burial 
uncertain. 


WILLIAM     "TllK   CONorKROK. 


riHST  Ol"  THK  NORMAN   LINK 


Mai<kiki>  to  MiitiMa  of  Flaiideis,  a  (lescciularU  of  Alfrrtl  the 
(Jieat,  iMo-J. 

Ckownki)  Decenilier  ■Jr)tli,  lodd.  Instituted  the  Curfi-w  bell, 
iiiul  made  severe  game  laws.  It  was  death  to  kill  a  stag 
ill  the  roval  forests. 


FiKUCE  William,  who  vtinw  in   hlood,   storm  and   rough 
weather, 

And  loved  the  tall  red  deer  ))etter  than  men, 
Was  the  first  king  who  ruled  all  England  together, 

And  made  his  power  felt  in  hamlet  and  glen. 


"Conqueror"  we  call  him  ;  he  ruled  in  a  passion. 
Planting  great  forests  and  hui'ning  down  towns  ; 

When  the  king's  curfew  rang  out  in  rude  fashion. 
The  clergy  and  people  shook  under  their  gowns. 


Pop  out  the  candle,  and  cover  the  ember, 

For  Old  England  (juaked  at  hoi-  liege  and  lord  ; 

And  gentle  and  simple  had  wrongs  to  remember. 
And  grudges  against  him  for  tire  and  for  sword. 


William  "The  Conqueror." 


WILL/AM  "  77//:"   COyoUEROK." 
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Me  built  HattN'  Aliix'v,  and  churches  and  crosses. 

And  onlered  that  masses  he  sun<,'  for  liis  soul  ; 
Expressed  no  regret  for  his  land  and  its  losses, 

Yet  was  tljought  to  have   njade  a  good  end  on  the 
wliole. 


DiKi)  at  r^HM'ii,  Se|»lt'iiiltor  Otli,  10S8,  aged  63. 

Hi'KiKi)  at  Cacii,  Fiance. 

See  Diokens'  acioiiiit  of  the  J)attle  of  Hastings. 


Curfew,  Couvre-feu,  ok  Fire  Extinguisher. 


WILLIAM   TIIK   SECOND. 


CALLKD   "RUFUS."' 


H(.KN    106(». 

Ckownku  Sopteinltor  27tli,  10H8. 

Never  luarried. 


KiN(i  lluFUS  came  next,  and  was  sliot  hy  an  arrow, 
A-hunting  in  the  forest  with  his  merry  men ; 

He  fell  where  his  father  caused  curses  and  sorrow, 
And  died  like  a  stag  in  a  wild  lonely  glen. 

England's  bachelor  king,  whom  the  clergy  detested, 
A  rough  and  bold  man,  without  scruple  or  fear, 

Who,  when  others  trembled,  laughed  loudly,  and  jested, 
His  wild  spirits  rising  when  danger  was  near. 


Died  August  1st,  1100,  aged  40. 

Buried  in  Winchester  Cathedral. 

For  further  study  see  Dickena'  "Child's  History, 


N  D. 
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History. 


AN(;I,(t-N(»K.MAN    DliKSSES. 


;  t 


lTi:\K»V   THK    FIRST. 


CALLKl)  "I'.KArCLKHC." 


lioUN    HKi7. 

ChownkI)  Au^^usi  5tli,  IIOo. 

Makuiki)  KiiHt,  til  Matilda,  ilaii>{lit('i'  <if  Malinlrii,  tlir  tliinl 
king  of  Scotlaml,  NovciiiImt  lltli,  ll<H».  StToml,  to 
Ak'rin,  a  piinci'ss  of  Kraiicj',  •January  2itli,  ll'JI. 


I 


Last  sou  of  tlio  CoiHiuoror,  \vli»»  chfin'^od  his  room  nightly, 
An«l  fcanMl  liis  own  pcoplr  through  nil  his  hard  lifr  ; 

They  rejoiced  in  hi.s  sorrow,  and  took  his  grief  liglitly, 
When  his  one  son  went  down  amid  old  ocean's  strife. 


"Prince  William  will  never  drive  us  at  tlie  plough," 
Cried  tiie  serf,  who  now  felt  a  link  less  in  his  chain  ; 

But  the  White  ship  will  touch  a  sad  chord  even  now. 
And  as  for  the  king,  he  smiled  never  again. 

His  good  Queen  Matilda  was  a  sweet  and  kind  woman, 
But  he  grasped  and  cheated  to  the  end  of  his  reign ; 

A  learned  man,  heartless  and  cruel — inhuman — 
Whose  history  is  darkened  with  many  a  stain. 

Died  December  1st,  11.35,  aged  68. 

Buried  at  Reading,  Berkshire. 

For  further  study  see  Dickens'  account  of  the  loss  of  the  White 
Ship,  and  Mrs.  Heman's  poem,  "  Ho  never  smiled  again." 
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STEniEN,   THE  USURPER. 


HOUSK   OF  liLOIS. 


Son   <if  A(hhi,   diiinjlitrr  of   WHlimn   the    CoiOjtK'ror. 


BoKN  nor.. 

M.VKKiKit  to  Matiltla  <»f  iJolo^in-.    1114. 

UsVki'KI)  Till'.  ('lioWN  !)(•(  cihImt  lltii,  lll{r».  tiietruc  liuiiess 
iu'liig  Matilila,  m-  Maml,  only  ilaughtrr  of  ||(.'ni'y  tlie 
First. 


KiN(;  TIknky  (lied,  Stf'[ili('ii  usuijmmI  tlio  tl\rt)iu>, 
Ai»(l  s|)il(»  of  hattlcs,  i-ursos,  frowns  and  tears, 

Sturdily  held  that  which  was  not  liis  own, 
And  ruK'd  Old  England  nearly  twenty  years. 


Weai-in^  the  crown  with  i^^allantry  and  grace, 

Lawless,  but  courteous,  in  his  strength  and  might. 

And  s(>eniing  most  in  [ilace  when  out  of  place, 
Tn  keeping  poor  Matilda  from  her  right. 


Sole  king  of  all  his  ivice,  he  stands  alone  ; 

And  when  liis  stormy  life  was  almost  done, 

Consented  at  the  last  to  leave  the  throne, 
Not  to  King  Henry's  daughter,  but  her  son. 


STEPHEN,    THE   USURPER.  ^^5 

He  planted  a  i-oyal  oak — King  Stephen's  tree 

A  forest  veteran  still  green  at  the  crown  ; 

And  as  for  the  Empress  Maud,  his  rival,  slie 

Built  the  first  stone  bridge  ever  seen  in  an   English 
town. 


»M 


Died  October  25th,  1154,  aged  49. 

I  if  HI  ED— Supposed  to  he  buried  in  Fevershain,  Kent. 

'■m  Fur  fuitlier  study  see  Dickens'  "History"  and  Miss  Vouni/'s 

^      "  History  for  Cliil.hen." 
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HEXKY   THE   .SECOND. 

FIRST  OF  THK   HOUSE   OF   PLANTACiENET. 

(■fnuuhon  of  Jhnnj  ihe  First. 


BoKN  1133. 

Makkiei)  to  Eleanor  of  Fiance,   May  Day,    IhVJ. 

Crownkd  December  10th,   ll.j-l,  in   London. 


L'miappy  in  liis  priest,  his  sons,  his  liride, 
Henry  the  first  Plantagenet  appeal's  ; 

A  noble  nature,  free  from  ^reed  and  pride, 

A  sad  life,  closed  in  gloom  and  wrcngs  and  tears. 

lie  loved  a  lady  more  than  all  his  j.ower, 

Called  by  the  English  "Rosam..n<l  the  Fair," 

And  builded  for  her  pleasure  Woodstock  'I'ower, 
With  covered  passages  and  \vin<ling  stair. 

To  hide  this  <']{ose  of  all  the  world  "  'twas  built. 
And  of  his  luve  for  h<'r  a  gift  and  token  ; 

P»ut  the  tale  closed  in  murder  and  in  guilt, 

And  ere  King  Henry  died  his  heart  was  broken. 
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HENRY  THE  SECOND. 


His  wife  detested  liiin,  his  sons  rebelled, 

His  priest  opposed  and  scorned  him  to  his  face; 

Discord  and  woe  were  witli  hiin  where  he  dwelled  ; 
Sadly  he  passed,  the  first  of  his  great  race. 

DiJ.:i>  July  (jth,  1189,  aged  .',6. 
BiKtKi)  at  FcHiterand  Al.hey,  France. 

Vov  further  study  of  this  reign  see  Dickens'  "Child's  History 
and  M.ss  Young's,  also  ancient  hallad  calle.l  "  Hosan.ond  the  Fair. 
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KKHARD   THE   FIKST. 


CALLED   "  CVEUR-DE-LION.'" 


BciKN  at  Oxfonl  September  10th,   1157. 

Ckuwnki)  St'pteinljer  *{i(l,    11S9. 

Makriki)  to  Bt'ieiigaria  of  Navune,  in  the  Lsland  of  Cypius, 
May  I'Jth,  11<)1. 

Imphisonkm  l»y  the  Duke  of  Austiia  for  two  years.  The 
Kiiglish  paiil  three  Imndred  thousaml  pounds  for  his 
larisoni. 


Thh  wlu'd  of  foitune  now  once  mote  i^'oos  louiul 
And  Hicliard  of  the  Lion  heart  iidvanccs, 

I'hicased  in  iron,  mounted,  armed  and  crownt d. 
The  princely  head  of  many  tiiousand  hmces. 

r)Ound  for  tlie  Holy  Land  in  proud  array, 
To  wrest  our  Saviour's  tomb  fnnn  heathen  hand  ; 

Not  any  other  sovereign  of  his  day 

Appears  so  martial,  splendid,  brave  and  grand. 

He  drained  the  wealth  of  the  land  for  foreign  war, 
Which  brought  Old  England  neither  gain  nor  glory, 

And  died  in  a  petty  fight  while  still  afar — 
A  sudden  end  to  his  most  brilliant  story. 
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RirUAKI»   THK    FlKST, 


RICHARD    THE   FIRST, 


81 


Yet  'tis  not  ended — tliou  shall  live  ffn-ever, 

"Oh!   Richard,  oh  I  my  King,"  in  Blondel's  song ; 

Tliy  great,  rash,  mighty  heart  shall  perish  never 
While  the  world  love^  the  generous  and  the  strong. 

Thy  ponderous  battle-axe  rings  through  the  ages, 
With  the  name  of  Solden,  thy  most  noble  foe  ; 

►Sweet  Berengaria  still  our  love  engages. 
With  golden  tresses  and  with  robe  of  snow. 

With  all  thy  faults  great  was  thy  people's  sorrow  ; 

Noble  and  serf  alike  thy  memory  cherishefl  ; 
Powerless  to  slay  thee  quite,  that  poisoned  arrow. 

All  that  was  fine  in  thee  has  never  perished. 


Killed  by  a  poisoned  arrow  at  the  Castle  of  Chain/,  near 
Limoges,  Fiance,  April  6th,  1199,  aged  42. 

Bi'RiED  at  Fonterand  Al)bey. 

Scott's  novels  of  "  Ivanhoe "  and  "  Tiie  Talisman"  would  he 
))leasant  and  instructive  reading  for  tlie  pupil,  as  showing  the  mode 
of  living  at  that  period. 
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JO  TIN 


CALLED   "LACKLAND." 


lioRN   IHK). 

SicrKKOKi)  his  Itrother  Kichanl,  and  was  (  r()\vne<l  April  9th,  1199. 

SicNKi)  Mnipin  Chart-t  at  RunnyinL'dc,  Jum-  L")tli,  1215. 

Makkiei* — First,  to  Avisa  of  (iloiicostfr,  ilaiiL;Iiter  of  lli»,'  Karl 
(»f  M(jiitague,  Sopteiiibi'r  .Srd,  11^9.  SlhoiuI,  to  Isaljella  of 
AngoulCme,  August,  l"J<Ml. 


Who  can  sing  of  a  king  who  is  false  to  the  coi'o, 

Disgracing  the  robe  and  the  crown  wliich  he  wears  ; 

A  coward  who  murdered  and  lied  nioi'c  and  more, 
And  who  closed  a  base  life  with  a  surfeit  of  j)ears  ? 

Who  could  sing  of  King  John  when  he  crouched  to  the 
Pope, 
Or  lied  to  poor  Constance  and  murdered  her  son, 
Or  played  false  to  the  barons  and  (juenched  their  strong 
hope, 
Or  tortured  the  Jews  for  amusement  and  fun  ? 

Of  the  brave  noble  barons  of  England  T  sing. 

Who  wrenched   Mayna   Charta  from   the  hand  of  this 
devil ; 

Who  forced  our  first  freedom  from  this  wicked  king. 
And  transmuted  a  great  lasting  good  from  his  evil. 

Died  October  18th,  1216,  aged  51. 

For  further  stiuly  see  8hake.speare's  play  of   "King  John." 
Scenes  to  be  chosen  and  read  to  the  pupil. 
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WEf>TMINSTER   AbBKY. 


IIKNKV    TIIK   TIIIKI). 
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T?<)RN  Octol)cr  1st,   1-207. 

CuuWNKl)  October  -JStli,    1210,  at  Gloucester. 

M.VKKIKI)  to  HU'iinor  of  I'lovcuci-,  Jiituiary  4tli,   1236. 


But  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  tlie  throne  ; 

The Jirtit  child  acknowledged  hy  Enghmd  as  King; 
Wlio  had,  as  a  nation,  preferred  a  man  grown, 

Now  consented  to  take  this  weak,  pale-faced  young  thing. 

The  son  of  King  John,  who  reigned  fifty-four  years, 

And  married  a  French  girl  both  bright  and  gay  hearted  ; 

A  dull,  muddled  man,  who  excited  some  fears, 

But  did  f/ro  things  for  England  before  he  departed. 

He  strengthened  tlie  freedom  his  fatlier  had  given. 

And  his  wife  taught  politeness.  Sweet  rose  of  Provence, 

And  proved  a  most  human  and  civilized  leaven, 
Touching  all  minor  morals  before  she  went  hence. 

8he  introduced  handkerchiefs  for  the  court  noses, 

Loved  romances  and  music  through  all  her  long  day  ; 

Brought  peacocks  to  England,  and  carpets,  and  roses. 
And  was  brilliant  and  merry  and  bonnie  and  gay, 
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HENRY  THE    TUH<n. 


Hrnioiiibor  tUix  Henry  built  Wcstiniiister  Abhoy  ; 

You  may  roam  thn»u<,fh  the  oM  j)il('  find  j(»y  in  it  yet. 
Historians  snub  him  in  a  way  that  is  shal)by  ; 

He  (lid  tint  things  for  England  we  should  not  forget. 

Died  at  St.  Kdimindshiiry,  NoveinlnT  IGtli,  1272,  ugid  (m. 

For  furtluT  study  of  tliis  reiyii  sec  Miss  Young's  "History  of 
Kiigland  for  Children," 


COSTLMES,    REUiN    OF   HeNRY   THE   TuiKU. 


EDWARD   TIIK   FIKST. 


CALLKI)   "  L()N(JSHANKS.' 


Born  June  16th,  1239. 

Makkikd— First,  to  Kleaiior,   I'lincess  of  Castile,    \-2'm. 
Second,  to  Margaret  of  France,  September  Sth,  TJ!)!). 

C'ROWNKDat  Westminster,  August  19tli,  1274. 


i'li 


No  "  live  and  let  live  "  came  within  his  thought ; 

He  ruled  and  would  not  suffer  any  other ; 
(ilorying  in  all  the  mischief  that  he  wrought, 

With  a  show  of  courtesy  taught  him  by  his  mother. 

He  harassed  and  oppressed  the  Scottish  land  ; 

Trod  down  the  Welsh,  and  silenced  harp  and  tabor; 
Trampling,  encroaching,  tragic,  proud  and  grand, 

Swift  as  a  shooting  star ;  a  shocking  neighbor. 

He  hated  freedom,  but  loved  his  Spanish  wife, 
Who  gladly  sucked  the  poison  from  his  wound, 

Saying  that  "life  without  him  is  not  life," 

As  she  kneeled  beside  him  on  the  rugged  ground. 

And  when  death  took  her,  her  loved  king  erected 
A  cross  where'er  she  rested  on  her  way 

To  burial ;  those  crosses  were  respected, 
And  three  at  least  are  with  us  even  to-day. 
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EI)  WAR  I)    tup:   F/A'ST. 


He  never  turned  his  face  towards  the  light, 

But  died  with  a  selfish  grasp  on  all  he  had  won  ; 

And  left  a  croj)  of  wrongs,  I'pvenge  and  spite 

To  be  reaped  by  the  second  Edward,  his  young  son. 

Died  in  Cuinljorland,  July  7th,  1307,  agetl  68. 

BuRiKi)  in  Westminster  Ab1)ev,  Loudon. 

For  further  study  of  this  roign  see  Miss  Porter's  novel,  "The 
Scottish  Chiefs,"  also  a  portion  of  (jlruy's  Pandaric;  ode,  "The 
Welsh   fJand." 
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EDWAHI)   THE   SKCOM). 

■SURNAMKI)   "CAERNARVON." 

First  Prince  of  WnJvs. 


BoKN  in  Wales,  April  2.")th,  1284. 

Ck<.wnki.  King  of  England  and  Scotland,  l.SO? 

Marriki,  to  Isabella,  .laughter  of  tlu 
25th,  l.SOS. 


King  of  Franee,  Januaiy 


He  married  a  cruel,  immonil  young  beauty, 

A  princess  of  France  wlu.  was  called  the'" she  bear," 

Who  had  no  sense  of  kindness  or  lionor  or  duty 
Where  he  was  concerned,  l,ut  was  cruel  as  fair. 

And  ere  long  tiie  Scotch  rose  in  arms  to  a  man. 
And  regained  their  lost  land  in  a  terrible  fight, 

Revenging  "  Longshanks,"  and  frustrating  his  plan, 
And  putting  some  thousands  of  English  to  flight.' 

Then  the  queen  and  the  nobles  )>y  mutual  consent 
Took  the  reins  from  the  haml  which  could  not  hold 
its  own. 

And  to  prison  at  Berkeley  this  silly  king  sent, 

Taking  from  him  forever,  crown,  sceptre  and  throne. 
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EDWARD   THE  SECOND. 


There  were  not  many  months  betwixt  prison  and  deatli, 
And  the  poor  king  was  cruelly  ill-used  and  shamed  ; 

Suffering  horrors  untold  ere  he  yielded  his  breath, 
And  murdered  with  torture  too  vile  to  be  n        i. 

MuKDEKKi)  at  Berkeley  Castle,  Sei)teinl:)er  21st,  1327,  aged  aO. 

BcRTKl)  at  ( Jloucester. 

For  further  study  see  Miss  Young's  "  History  of  England," 


COSTIMKS,    UKKiN    OF   EUWARI)   THE   SECOND. 


EDWAKI)   THE   THIRD. 


ROKN    LSI  2. 

Ck<»\\nki)  wliilf  yet  a  minoi',  January  I.'Jtli,  1.S-J7. 

Makkii.!)  U)  I'liilippa  (.f  llainault,  l.S-J(i. 


E^* 


A  SFiKiTED,  manly,  int('lli«font  oroature, 

With  a  helmet  and  tall  crest  of  feathers,  turns  out 

Most  stately  in  form,  neaily  perfect  in  feature, 
The  finest  Plantagent't  without  a  doubt. 

Rich  brown  eyes,  silver  tongue,  with  a  face  of  connnan<l, 
A  power  whicli  all  those  who  look  on  him  must  feel  ; 

A  king  every  inch,  proud,  impressive  and  grand, 
I'rom  the  feather  in  helmet  to  spur  at  the  heel. 

King  Edward  the  Third  had  a  bright,  stin-ing  life. 

Oh,  the  feasts  that  he  gave  and  the  fights  that  he  won  ! 
And  Philippa  made  him  a  fine  <|ueenly  wife. 

And  God  above  gave  him  a  brave,  noble  son. 

The  "Black  Prince"  who  won  Crecy  when  merely  a  boy, 
Mingling  mercy  and  kindness  with  all  his  good  luck, 

A  new  thing  in  those  days.      His  old  father's  joy, 
A  compound  of  gallantry,  tenderness,  pluck. 
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Edward  the  Third. 


EDWARD    THE    THIRD. 
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Fine  fellow,  'twas  stul  he  ne'er  came  to  tiie  throne  ; 

His  sun  set  in  its  zenith,  to  England's  regret. 
He  died  ere  his  father's  long  reign  had  (|uite  done, 

And  left  that  "goofl  name"  which  we  never  forget. 


"  Which  is  better  than  liches."     To  return  to  the  other. 
When  Edward  the  Third  first  came  to  his  power 

p{e  imprisoned  that  savage  old  "she  bear,"  his  mother, 
And  kept  her  confined  to  her  very  last  hour. 


f{ 


Not  in  a  coarse  prison,  but  in  comfoi't  and  sj>lendor, 
W^ith  courtesy,  luxury,  and  every  respect. 

And  tried  from  her  own  evil  heart  to  defend  her 
By  ceaseless  attention  and  never  neglect. 

He  paid  her  state  visits  till  the  (uid  of  her  days. 

But  no  little  child's  foot  ever  crossed  that  dark  life. 

His  children,  he  said,  should  know  naught  of  her  ways, 
And  the  same  said  his  gracious  and  sensible  wife, 


Who  ne'er  saw  her  face,  by  his  solemn  request. 

Oh  !  if  you  could  see  hin  at  this  moment,  my  dears  ; 
The  handsomest  king  England  evoi-  possessed. 

Who  reigned  in  his  splendor  for  fifty  long  years. 


For  hivix  fine  old  Wykeham  began  Windsor  Castle, 

Saying  "  Wykeham  made  this,'  having  built  one  great 
tower. 
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"No, 

this  tower  made 

Wykeliaui 

,"    said  the 

king 

to 

his 

vassal ; 

But  it  beai 

s  Wykeham's 

name, 

not  the 

king's. 

to 

this 

hour. 

William  of  Wykeiiam. 


Gunpowder,  chough  made  in  an  earlier  reign, 

Wasy?rs<  used  by  Edward  j  and  his  fair  and  wise  bride 

Set  the  cloth  weavers  going — a  much  greater  gain 
To  my  mind.     I  leave  it  for  the  wise  to  decide. 
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EDWARD   THE    THIRD.  45 

It  was  he  who  in  stately  rebuke  and  half  jest 

Made  an  untidy  garter  an  order  of  merit 
With  a  very  fine  moral ;  an<l  when  at  his  best 

In  a  great  Hush  of  triumph,  in  much  the  same  spirit 

He  (juartered  the  full  ai-ms  of  France  with  his  own, 
Saying  "God  and  my  right,"  instead  of  my  might ; 

A  very  fine  soldier  when  he  seized  on  that  throne, 
But  a  bit  of  a  tyrant,  whose  strength  was  his  right. 

Dark  clouds  gathered  o'er  him  as  evening  drew  neai". 
And  after  Queen  Philippa's  death  and  his  son's. 

But  finger  on  lip — we're  all  mortal,  forbear — 
Be  silent,  for  "  Honi  soit  qui  mal  y  pense." 

DiKD  at  Rit'hmon<l  Palace,  June  21st,  11^77,  aged  &1. 

Buried  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

For  further  study  see  Dean  Stanley's  account  of  tlie  battle  of 
Creey,  Miss  Young's  "  History,"  and  Agnes  Strickland's  "  Life  of 
Queen  Pliilippa." 
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RICHAED   THE  SECOND. 


Son  of  the  Black  Prince. 


Born  at  Bordeaux,  France,  January  6th,  1367. 

Crowned  July  16th,  1377. 

Married — First,  to  Anne  of  Bohemia,  January  14th,  1389. 
Second,  to  iRabella,  daughter  of  the  King  of  France — a 
child  seven  years  old — 1396. 


See  a  mild  cJiildish  face  under  England's  great  crown. 
So  pretty  'twould  be  very  hard  to  forget. 

Going  smiling  about  through  the  country  and  town, 
And  not  thirty-three  when  he  died  at  Ponifret. 

Wat  Tyler's  rebellion  broke  out  in  his  reign, 

And  his  uncles  ruled  England  while  he  was  a  child. 

When  Richard  grew  up  he  was  foppish  and  vain, 
Very  prompt  in  his  actions,  but  kindly  and  mild, 


Liking  shows,  feasts  and  dances,  not  battles  and  blows. 

And  his  uncles  all  wished  to  go  on  ruling  still, 
Found  fault  with  the  king,  and  his  tastes  and  his  clothes, 

Abused  king  and  kingdom  with  a  hearty  good  will. 


Rki(;x  of  Richard  the  Skcoxd. 
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RICHARD    THE  SECOND. 


Then  his  cousin  of  Lancaster  (Henry  by  name) 
Was  feared  by  the  king.     Henry  envied  his  state, 

And  ne'er  lost  a  chance  to  disparage  and  blame  : 
Beginning  in  envy  he  ended  in  hate ; 

And  measuring  his  strength  with  the  poor  timid  man, 
Succeeded  in  hurling  him  down  from  his  throne 

And  seized  on  the  crown — from  the  first,  'twas  his  plan. 
Richard  perished  in  prison  at  night  and  alone  : 

Was  murdered  (a  mystery  hangs  o'er  his  end) 
By  assassins,  who,  when  the  ill  deed  was  once  done. 

Were  all  promptly  hanged  by  his  "  cousin  and  friend," 
So  King  Henry  expressed  it,  who  now  filled  the  throne. 


Murdered  in  his  thirty-third  year  at  Pontefract  Castle,  some- 
time in  January,  1400. 

BrRlED  at  Langley ;  afterwards  i-emoved  to  Westminster 
Abbey. 

See  Miss  Young's  "  History  for  Children,"  Miss  Strickland's 
"Life  of  Anne  of  Bohemia,"  and  read  to  pupil,  correcting  the  hi-i- 
torical  errors  therein,  Shakespeare's  play  of  "  Richard  the  Second." 


HENUY  THE  1 OUKTII. 


FIRST  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF   LANX'ASTER. 


Gratid-sim  of  Edtrunl  the  Third. 


Born  1367. 

Maurikd— First,  to  Mary  Le  Bohm,  daughter  of  the  Karl  of 
Hereford,  1386.  Second,  to  Joanna  of  Navarre,  Dowager 
Duchess  of  Brittany,  Fehruary  7th,  1403. 

CuowNKU  October  12th,  1390. 
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All  through  Henry's  life  there  was  much  blocwly  work, 
But  he  ruled  on  in  spite  of  flisturbance  and  strife  ; 

For  one  thing  he  killed  Scrope,  Archbishop  of  York, 
For  another  he  pensioned  old  Chaucer  for  life. 

The  burning  of  heretics  was  his  hard  law, 

And  he  shut  up  the  young  King  of  Scotland  in  prison ; 
But  a  merrier  captive  the  world  never  saw, 

Who  sang  in  his  cage  like  a  lark  that  has  risen. 


Having  murdered  the  king,  he  packed  off  his  wife 
Without  her  large  dowry,  her  jewels  and  her  pearls. 

She  lost  her  nice  things,  but  escaped  with  her  life. 
And  thus  Henry  dealt  with  perverse  little  girls. 
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/fliXh'V   THE   FOURTH. 
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Sho  iiioui'iM'd  for  Kin;^  Hicliaid,  iuid  cfilled  li«M's<'lf  «|ue('ti, 
And  I'cfuscd  to  )»('  manicti  to  riiuicjistcr's  licir  — 

As  bravo  a  wee  lady  as  ovor  was  seen, 

But  Kin^'  Ifcuiry  inado  V(My  short  work  with  this  pair. 


John  Wvcmk. 


The  first  step  towards  a  most  terrible  war 

Was  sendiii;,'  this  little  shorn  lamb  to  her  home — 

A  thrust  at  his  neighbor  which  left  a  deep  scar, 

Filling  French  hearts  with  hatred  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
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His  son  It'll  liis  soMioi's  ri;,'|it  hnivcly  and  well 

At  tlu^  l)attl('  of  Slircwslmry  and  co!\(|U('i'«'(l  his  foos. 

"The  crown  caino  by  the  sword,  as  all  ni(Mi  can  tell  ; 
rU  keop  it  1)1/  thf  s/rofl,"  cii<'d  this  jolly  i-cd  rose. 
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CHAITKR. 


The  sword  never  left  them,  it  swept  throus^li  the  land. 
Bringing  heartaclie  and  misery,  poverty,  tears ; 

A  long  civil  wir,  hard  and  cruel,  not  graiid — 
The  Wars  of  the  Roses  lasted  o)ie  hundred  year  a. 
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HEXRV  THE   FOURTH. 


King  Henry  was  wretched  till  the  end  of  his  reign  ; 

He  comjuered  and  ruled,  but  never  by  right ; 
Beset  with  remorse,  care,  uneasiness,  pain. 

And  having  no  option  at  last  but  to  fight. 

DiKi)  of  leprosy  in  tho  Jfiusaleiii  ChamlKT,  Westminster 
Palace,  1413,  aged  46. 

BvRiED  in  Canterbnry  Cathedral. 

See  Miss  Young's  "  History  of  Englaiul  for  ('hildren,"  also,  let 
scenes  from  Shakespeare's  play  of  "  Hetuy  the  F'onrth"'  be  rea<l  to 
the  pupil. 
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Rkton  of  Henry  thk  Foirth. 


HENRY   THE    FrFTH. 
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CALLED   "  MOXMOUTH." 


BoRX  in  Monmouth  Castle,  August  9tli,  l.'JST. 
Crownki)  Aj)ril  Dtli,  141.3. 

Mahuiko  to  Catherine,  Prineess  of  Fiance,  Trinity  Sunday 
JuneSnl,  1420. 


"  To  keep  King  of  England   you   must  make  ^var   xyith 
France," 

Last  adyice  of  the  fatlier  to  ITenry  the  son, 
Who  Haw  popuhir  ^visdom  in  this  at  a  glance, 
And  as  soon  as  his  father  ^yas  buried  't\yas  dc^ne. 

He  pawned  the  Croxvn  jewels,  and  also  the  crown, 
And  marched  into  France  with  an  army  of  men, 

Determined  to  conquer  and  win  great  reno^v„, 

And  he  beat  the  poor  Frenchmen  again  and  again. 


ince. 


He  married  the  Princess  Catherine  of  Fri 

And  managed  to  rule  France  and  England  togetl 

From  honor  to  honor  he  still  did  ad 

Holding   bravely  the   helm    throug],   the    r..u.d 
weather. 
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HENRY   THE  FH^'TH. 


A  great  maniug<;  feast  was  made  for  him  in  Lent, 
Consisting  of  every  fine  fish  in  the  main. 

He  was  greeted  with  reverence  wherever  he  went. 

A  sect  called  the  Lollards  was  put  down  in  this  reign. 
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Hknkv  Tin:  Fifth. 


Great  wretchedness  came  from  perpetual  war, 
And  terrible  woe  to  the  people  of  France ; 

And  England,  too,  suffered  with  her  ruler  afar, 
And  Lancaster's  enemies  waited  their  chance. 


HENRY  THE  FIFTH. 

It  came.     At  the  height  of  his  power  and  his  pride, 
^  And  after  a  gi-eat  Whitsun  feast  with  his  queen  ' 
King  Henry  took  sick  of  an  ulcer  and  died- 
As  fine  a  young  soldier  ;is  ev(M-  was  seen. 
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CoSTr.MKS,    lti;u;N    uv    UlAia     III,,;    I/||.,.,,_ 


He  died  very  bravely.      He  ,lid  nut  f.'ar  death. 

His  sound  fell  to  silence  like  a  trumpet's  strong  blast. 
Desiring  tiie  priest,  with  his  very  last  breath. 

To  read  from  the  fifty-first  Psalm  as  he  passed. 
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Siii  KiciiAiii)  \Viiittin(;ton. 

Fiiiiii  fill  riK/raritii;  bji  Reijinnlil  Elxtrarfc,  rirra  A.D.  l'<'.ti> 

"  Turn  a},'aiii,  \VI)ittin<,aon, 
Thrice  Lord  M;i\  or  of  London." 


I 
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HENRY  THE  FIFTH. 
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In  tlii.s  reign  Dick  Wh[U[n<itou  lived  >nth  his  cat, 
A  silk  mercer  of  London,  and  a  very  fi.ie  man' 

Who  wore  gold  chains  and  velvet-but  never  mind  that, 
He  left  homes  for  the  poor  on  the  noblest  plan. 

Kichard  Wliittington's  Alms  Houses  stand  to  this  day. 
And  many  a  one  beaten  in  the  battle  of  life 

Has  gone  there  for  shelter  and  comfort  and  stay, 

While  no  good  remains  from  King  Henry's  life  strife. 

But  a  rich  stately  burial  was  made  for  the  king— 

An  astonishing,  royal,  funereal  display ; 
And  they  crowned  his  wee  baby,  the  poor  little  thing. 

King  of  England  ami  France  when  his  sire  passed  away. 

BiKO  at  Rouen,  France,  August  .31st,  1422,  aged  34. 
BrKir:i)  in  Westminster  Abhey. 
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HEXKY    THE    SIXTH. 


SURNAMKD   "  WIXDSOR." 


BoRX  at  Windsor,  Decenibur  Gtli,  14:21. 

SuccEKDKi)  to  the  throno  of  Knghiiul  ami  Franco,  August,  142'2, 
the  crown  being  hehl  ahove  his  iiead  as  tlic  Lords  took  the 
oath  of  alhigiance. 

Crownko  at  Westminster,  14*2!),  and  in  Paris,  14.'U. 

Markied  to  Margaret  of  Anjon,  Xovend)er,  1444. 


There  were  hot  times  for  Eni-land  i-iglit  through  this  king's 
reign, 

For  the  war  never  ceased  all  his  iifty-one  years  ; 
All  were  fighting  and  killi.ig  with  might  and  with  main — 

French  and  English,  poor  and  rich,  peasants  and  peers ; 


All  but  the  king,  a  meek,  good  little  child, 

Who  grew  up  to  pray  and  not  do  mighty  deeds — 

A  lamb  among  wolves,  so  calm,  gentle  and  mild, 
Alwaj^s  reading  his  psalter  and  counting  his  beads 
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HEMRY  THE  SIXTH. 
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And  praying  for  poat'o.      lie  foundivl  a  school 

Callod  Eton,  near  Windsor,  which  stands  to  this  chiy — 

A  reinarkal)le  thing  for  a  man  styh'd  a  fool, 

While  tlie  deeds  of  his  wise  ones  have  all  passed  away. 
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CusTf.\ii:s,   RKics   (»!•   Hknuv    rilK  SiMII. 

But  peace  never  came,  and  he  married  ;i  wife, 

Fair  Margaret  of  Anjou,  a  handsome,  brave  dame, 

Who,  as  he  loved  peace,  just  as  dearly  loved  strife, 

And  was  bold  and  a^^'gressive  from  the  da\'  that  she  came 

Till  the  day  of  her  death.      But  she  loved  the  me(»k  king. 
And  when  he  went  mad  ruled  tlie  icaim  in  his  st«'ad. 

And  shelteretl  his  weakness  beiu-ath  her  strong  w  ing, 
And  fought  with  his  foes  till  thev  ft.'ared  h(;i-  and  tied. 


GO 


HENRY   THE   SIXTH. 


But  they  rose  up  in  strength  and  the  Red  Rose  went  down, 
And  Edward  of  York  killed  both  husband  and  son, 

And  banished  poor  Margaret  and  seized  on  the  crown. 
And  Edwaid  was  king  in  the  realm  he  had  won. 
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COSTUMKS,    RKKJN    OF   HkNRY   THE   SiXTH. 

Poor,  trou])led  Old  England  !    For  the  English  lost  France 
Through  a  brave  peasant  woman  who  drove  them  all  out, 

And  fought  for  her  king,  seizing  well  time  and  chance. 
She  conquered  the  Englisli  and  put  them  to  rout 


In  the  days  of  King  Henry ;  was  killed  for  her  pains, 
The  man  she  had  crowned  leaving  her  in  the  lurch, 

Seeing  Joan  of  Arc  burnt  for  a  witch  while  he  reigns ; 
But  "  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church." 
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n/:.\i^v  THE  sixrn.  01 

Orea^deeds  nevor  di.,  do  not  tl.ink  it,  no  never; 

In  story  and  song,  in  tdo  and  ronumco, 
C;<x,d,  brave  Joan  of  Arc  will  live  on  fore'ver 

In  the  love  and  tlie  pride  of  the  people  of  France. 

UriiiEn  at  Windsor. 
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Ladiks'  Hkad-dukssks. 
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EdWAKD   the   FOI'RTII'S   (^'KKN,    WITH    DuKSSKS 
\V(H{N    AT    IIKK   ('(Mirr. 


RkIHN   of   EltWAKl)   TIIK    Kol  |;T1I. 
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EDWAJM)   THE    lOUinil. 

FIRST  OP  THE  HOUsE  OF    VOKK. 

l>>srrnd„lfrom  the  srrond  s.n  of  m,ru,d  tl.r  Third. 


]>oK.\  Sc'ptenil)t"r,  1442. 

CjiowNKi)  J,„„.  2!)tli,  I4(j|, 

Makk.kd  to  Eli/.alH.(l.  U'oo.lvilIo  (Lady  (;n-y),  1404. 


"Edward,  too  .sensual  for  a  kindly  thought," 
Says  one  recorder,  and  when  we  look  over 


«"t, 


The  murders  and  the  mischief  this  man  wrou^h 
We  do  not  envy  poor  Jane  Shore  her  lov 


Or  the  fair  queen  her  husband.      False  and 


Wicked  and  without 


cruel, 
coiiscience,  this  white  rose 


Poor  crazy  Henry's  beads,  and  prayers  and  school 
Shme  clear  and  pure  by  contrast  with  his  foes. 


i;  ? 


William  Caxton. 


1)  Oft  obitmn  &  apon  x^ixiii  U  Diuete  cuia 
IJOilllclmt  &(«weir  thxce  jjoetft  to? 


Specimen  ok  Caxton 's  Tvpk. 


EDWARD    THE   l-OlRrn. 

''•^^^•"'•''  '"'"'J  '•'"^'lan.lnraHytw.ntvy.ars, 
Ol.l  I..n,l.,M  s  d.oson  kin^s  a.ul  ...un  of  nu'n  • 

(^'aMMoMs  wnv  nwule  t,.  <,uu.t  K,hvanl  s  f..,trs, 
Am.I  hooks  were  printed  fi,.st  l.y  Caxton  th.-n. 

And  Kdward  passed,  first  kin^  of  an  evil  nt... 
SlunvM,.  ,t  the  ve.y  last  some  signs  of  .race.  ' 


()') 


I>M.:natW.st,ninst..r,  April  mh,  14S3,  ,,go.Ul. 
Bnc.,.;,.  in  St.  (;eorgo-s  Chapel,  Wimlsor. 
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p:i)WAJli)   THE    ITl  111. 


BoKN  N()venil)or  Ist,  1470. 
Succep:i)i;i>  Ins  tailior  Aj)!'!!  9tli,  148.'{. 
Nkvki;  crf)\vn('(l. 


Two  pretty  and  fresh  little  f(jlks  you  now  see, 

Who  played,  laughed  and  sang,  and  did  wo  evil  work  ; 

Two  withered  white  rose-huds  that  dropped  from  the  tree, 
The  sweetest  of  all  the  White  lloscs  of  Yoi'k. 

Two  ]>oor  little  })riiices  shut  u\)  in  tlu;  Tower, 

And  sniothei'ed  in  Ix'd,  as  ["m  sure  you  ha\(>  heai'd, 

l>y  their  wicked  old  uiu-le,  who  misused  his  power, 
Anfl  was  crowiKMl  shortly  after  as  lilchard  the  Thirfl. 

MiHiiKiiKi)  witli  his  lirdllicf  Miclianl  in  tlic  Tov  cr  of  Lnndoii, 
sonictiine  in  .liiiif,  I4S.'{,  agnl  lU 


CosTiMEs,  Kh;i<;N  <iK  Edwakd  thk  Fifth. 
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lUCHARD    THE    THIKI). 


Brvlhcr  of  Edimrd  Uir  Fourth. 


BoKN  Octoljcr  2n(l,  14o2. 

Married  to  Anne  Neville,  daugliter  of  the  Eail  of  Warwick,  and 
widow  of  the  I'rince  of  Wales  (only  son  of  Henry  the  Sixth, 
whom  Richard  had  murdered),  1473. 

Crownku  July  6th,  1483. 
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A  SATIHK  called  "The  Children  in  the  AVood  " 
Was  written  when  the  little  princes  died, 

Published  without  a  name,  with  pictures  rude. 
Thousands  of  people  since  have  smiled  and  sighed 

O'er  this  sad  story.     The  author  is  unknown. 
For  anger  at  King  llichard  caused  the  rhyme, 

And  no  man  in  his  day  would  dare  to  own 
A  tale  which  holds  its  own  in  spite  of  time. 


Trouble  pursued  him,  no  good  came  to  him. 
His  wife  died,  and  his  little  son  was  slain 

By  accident,  and  all  men  laid  the  blame  to  him. 

And  two  strong  plots  were  hatched  in  his  short  reign. 


RICHARD   THE   THHW. 
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Sixth, 
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The  last  by  a  man  who,  stirred  }>y  her  charms  and  woes, 
Was  brought  to  fight  by  the  late  King  Edward's  daughter. 

8he  promised  to  wed  him  if  he  slew  her  foes, 
And  he  did  rout  them  in  a  mighty  slaughter 


JiL 


KlCIIAICh    TIIK    'rillUD. 


reign. 


At  Bosworth  Heath,  lust  battU'  of  the  Hoses, 
Fierce  ending  of  a  dreadful  ci\  il  strife. 

In  Leicester  Abbey  Richard  now  reposes, 

Not  far  from  the  field  in  wliich  he  lost  his  life. 

Henry,  a  miser  and  churl,  though  he  could  fight 
For  the  crown  and  the  lady  who  gave  all  to  him, 

As  the  king  lay  dead  at  his  feet  in  soriy  plight. 
Was  picturesijue  for  once  in  the  twilight  dim. 
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pKKSSKS   (»K   TIIK    I'KKIOD. 


f^ICHARl)   THE   THIRn. 

When  gallant  Stanley  sei.ed  the  happy  chance 

(AVhile  Henry  Tudor  garni  upon  the  dead) 
Lifted  the  crown  of  England  with  his  lance 

And  placed  the  battered  gold  on  Hen ry'.s' head. 

Wounded  with  n.any  wounds,  scorned,  naked,  torn, 
The  corpse  of  Riehanl  lay  till  the  next  .norn  • 
And  thus  in  gloon.  and  darkness  the  sun  set  ' 
On  the  warlike  race  of  great  Phtntagenet  • 
Keigning  three  centuries  in  strength  and  nd-d.t 
Closed  with  disgrace  and  hlood  in  Bosuortirtig^., 

Kxu.n  i„  the  hattle  of  IWortI,  A.,,ust -.1.  US..  ag..a  ... 
See  .Shake.s,,eure\s   ,,lay  of    "  Richanl    the    Thi..|-         ,    ^^■ 
Voungs  account  of  the   •'  Lady  Bessee."'  an  oM  ha,';;i'       ""    '''^^ 
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Hknry  the  Skvkntti. 


irEXllY    THE   SJ:\  KXTir. 

FIRST  OF  THE  IIQU.SK  OF  TL'DOR. 

f'^'ni  of  nirlu„on.l,  descendnlfnnn  Edn-anl  th.  Third  thro,u,h  the 
/>"/.-!/  hmrnsl.;-;  oU,  drs.mdrd  fru.„  Qurm  Cntharin. 
^'■'dn,r  of  Ilrnn,  fhr  Fifth,   and  her  sero„d 
h»,b„nd,  Ourn  Tudor,  a  Wdshman. 


JJoKN  Juno  2r)tli,  145(5. 
CiiowNKi)  O(;tol»('i;{(»tli,  I4,s-,. 

MAKurK..   January  iSth,  148(5,  to  ElizalM-th  ,.f  York    el.I.st 
"laughter  of  Ivhvanl  the  F.H.rtli. 


if 


Hexuv  Tudor,  of  Ricluno.ul,  first  king  of  l.is  na.ne, 
Slirewd  lover  of  money  and  hoarder  of  pelf ; 

Thinking  far  less  of  glory  than  getting  of  gain', 
And  caring  for  nothing  so  much  as  himself.' 

He  married  Elizabeth,  heiress  of  York  ; 

Thus  flourished  together  the  red  and 'white  roses; 
And  building  a  chapel  was  his  principal  work, 

In  which  now  his  old  royal  body  reposes. 
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COSTUMKS,    RFI(!\   OF   HknHY   THK   SkvEXTIT. 


///w\A'j-  riiF.  .s/tTitwyy/. 
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C.^u„..n,»  ,.k,.,l  ..,,„«  ,,, x,.,  ,v,„,.,  t„  .sail . 

«l.ruggo,l  his  ,,„„ ■,  an.l  lurn,.,l  a  ,lo,.f  ,,.„.  ,     I., 

Ami  e,.„,„„.,..„  „„,  ,,,„„,,„  ^,„,.^^.  ^^^^        .  _ 

He  was  Lett,,  ,„a„  „,.,  ,, ,.,^  „„,;  ^,^^  ^^^^^  "'• 

!!™""  "^'■'■"' "■■"-■•  A,.. il -,.,,,  „-„.„,  „,,.„,, 

P<Mf,„tl,0,.sl,„ly„f  (hi,  ,„,•„„„,...        ..  ', 

toy  of  K,ij,|a,Kl."  "      "   •"'"-  ^  "'"iS»  "(;iiii.rs  His. 
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KiN(i  Hknry  thk  EioHTii,  Jane  Seymour,"'  am>  Pkinck  Kuwahd. 

From  the  paintitig  bii  Holbein. 

*  One  historian  of  Hampton  Court  sa.vs  that  the  queen  shown  in  tliis  painting  is  Catherine  Parr. 
But  another  autliority  states  that  the  portrait  is  one  of  Jane  Seymour,  added  to  the  picture  after 
her  death. 


IIKMJV   TFIK    KKJHTir. 


lioUN  June  2Stli,  14!ll. 

C'Jtou  NKD  JuiH'  2Uli,  ir)<»!>. 

Makkiki)  ti>  CiitliciiiiL'  of  Aragofi,  liis  Iddllin's  wiilow,  .Tmit' 
:{r.l,  ir)(>!>.  'i(>  Anne  Moleyn,  May  •-':?r.l,  ir.lU.  To  .lane 
Seymour,  May  20lli,  \'i'M].  To  I'limess  Anne  of  Cleves, 
DeeemlHT,  15.'{!).  To  CatlnTine  Howanl,  Au-^ust  Stii, 
ir»40.     To  Catherine  Pair,  widow  (  f  Lord  Latiinei',  .hily 

i'2th,  irA:\. 
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Id. 


•iiie  Pair, 
lure  after 


And  now  for  a  kini,'  wlio  was  1)otli  lo\«'(l  and  ft-arod  ; 

Who  was  treaeluTous  and  j^iveii  to  very  liar.sh  nH'asui'cs. 
All  self  to  the  core  was  this  liritish  Bluehcard, 

A  man  of  some  learning,  l)ut  gross  in  his  pleasures. 

I  don't  want  your  hair  to  stand  straight  up  on  end, 
I  will  tell  you  a  little,  and  that  is  enough  ; 

Some  day  you  will  thank  me  for  being  your  friend 

When  you  see  at  full  length  old  King  Harry  the  Ulufl'. 

Some  time  you  will  hear  of  the  great  Rf]formation, 
More,  Fisher,  and  other  fine  men  of  renown, 

And   the   *' Cloth  of  Gold"  field,  and   the  sports  of   the 
nation, 
And  how  the  Great  Hurnj^  a  big  ship,  went  down  ; 


tl 


i 


m 


t'ATllKKlNK   Ml'    AliAditN. 


Hekry  the  Eighth. 


HEXRV   THE  EIGHTH. 
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Ami  of  Wol.scy,  wlx)  saw  all  the  si;,'ns  of  tiio  limrs, 
A  friend  of  the  pcoph-,  a  man  of  ^^rcat  leaniinm', 

Who  was  j'uiiiod,  and  falsely  accused  (tf  ^'feat  crimes, 
Meeting  failure  and  lieaitache  for*  all  his  discerning. 


2lf 


Asm;  IJolkyn. 

Queen  Catherine  of  Aragon  was  Henry's  first  wife, 
Most  devoted  and  faithful  for  twenty  long  years. 

He  divorced  her  and  made  her  unhappy  for  life, 
Indifferent  alike  to  entreaties  and  tears. 


Then  he  married  Anne  Boleyn,  a  beauty  and  flirt, 
And  took  her  young  life  in  its  full  tlush  and  pride  ; 

Her  grace  and  her  loveliness  turned  to  her  hurt, 
And  he  wedded  again  the  day  after  she  died. 
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HENRY   rUE  EIGHTH. 
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The  feast  was  preparing,  the  wed(Hng  gown  made, 
He  heard  the  announcement  witliout  any  shock  ; 

With  foot  in  the  stirrup  this  cruel  king  stayed, 

Till  he  knew  the  faii"  neck  had  l)een  laid  on  the  hlock. 

Then  he  galloped  away  to  receive  his  new  bride 

Through  all  the  bright  verdure  of  lOngland  in  May, 

With  his  lords  at  his  heels,  for  a  fifty  mile  ride, 
And  he  (piite  as  heartless  and  jolly  as  they. 

He  had  three  other  wives,  the  last  one  very  fair, 

Catherine  Parr,  number  .s/.v,  and  I  say  she  was  brave. 

With  bcN'iutiful  featui'es  and  long  golden  hair  ; 
She  flourished,  and  saw  tlie  old  king  in  his  gra\c. 

He  died  in  great  pain,  in  sore  trouble  and  sti'ife, 
Crying  out  "here  be  monks,"  again  and  again  ; 

And  Lord  Surrey,  the  poet,  laid  down  his  3'oung  life — 
Fit  end  to  this  strange  and  tvrannical  reii^n. 


"  lUulV  Hal,"   as  t'ley  callecl  him,  although  gi'eatly  fcai'cd. 
Was  not  Juitrd  in  his  day,  as  we  might  suppose  ; 

Whepe\'cr  he  went  abroad  he  was  elieetvd, 

From  the  \erv  beginning  of  his  i-eign  to  ifs  close. 

He  was  thoroughly  English,  .uid  lo\-ed  English  spoits 
And  a  broad  jest,  and  well  uudei'stood  his  own  nation  ; 

Kn(nv  how  far  he  <lai'ed  g(»  with  men  of  all  soils. 

And  kept  back  his  hard  hand  from  excessive  taxati(jn. 


TiiK  Kaki.  ok  »Si;Kia;v, 


HENRY   THE  EIGHTU. 
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][(•  i'ol)l)('(l,  and  was  free  with  tlie  money  lie  took, 

And  ^av(?  prudent  ,i:;ifts  from  the  Chureli  hinds  he  stole  ; 

Kni.'w  exactly  how  much  lii>  peoj)h>  would  bi'ook, 
And  they  understood,  and  a})proved  on  the  whole. 


.'.;-  A. 


FlKI'.-l'l.ACK    AM)    AnDIKONS   AT    StoKK. 

We  may  study  King  Henry  again  and  again, 

And  feel  much  disgust  and  distaste  and  more  wonder; 

There  are  crimes  upon  crimes  in  his  wicked  reign, 
But  scarcely  through  all  a  political  blunder. 

l)ii;ii  Janu;u'\  'iHlli,  1547,  agcil  .IS. 

BruiKi)  in  St.  (!eorgo"s  C'luip;;!,  Windsor. 

For   f  lilt  her    siudy    see   Sliukcspeair's    play   of    "  Henry    t!if 
Eighth  ■'  and   Miss  Young's  "  Child's  History  of  England. "' 
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l']i)\\  AKi)  Tin:  Siviii. 
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i:i)\VAi;i>   Till'.  SIXTH. 


Son    (if   Ili'linj    Ihf    I'Jiilhlli    (I nil    Jdili'    Sn/iilinir 


t 


B(»KN  Octolicr  iL'lli,  la.ST. 

SiccKEDKli  liis  fiUlicr,  January  "JSlli,  \r>i~. 

Nk\  i;ii  iiiai  TU'il. 


A  (^uiET  sick  ])oy  with  liis  old  fatlier's  face 

Manaifed  ill  l)v  a  council  mIio  ruled  in  his  name  ; 

His  religion  was  bigotry  rathei'  than  grace; 

He  coniniitted  few  acts  that  were  worthy  of  hlanic. 

Determined  to  set  all  religious  wrongs  right 

In  his  own  way;  and  urge(l  on  hy  men  who  were  had, 

He  brought  the  land  into  a  l<'i'iil)le  jtliglit 
In  liis  zeal  for  religion,  this  jiodr  littli'  lad. 

IJi'  Jnuiiih'd  the  llluc  Codf  ScIkk^I     it  still  bears  his  n;iine- 
.Vnd  he  made  a  strange  will  ere  his  life  [lassed  away, 

'^Uiite  illegal  —in  which  there  were  others  to  blame    - 
Hy  leaving  the  crown  to  the  Lady  -lane  (!rey. 
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ED  WARD    THE  SJ.XT//. 


But  the  I5il»l('  w.is  I'cveroncod  aiid  prized  hy  the  kiiii,', 
l'ji,t,'lit(MMi  schools  for  <j:r!uninjir  wore  Ijoguu  in  his  day, 

Yet  bittci'  intolerance  had  its  full  swin*,', 

And  this  reign  and  tlie  next  \v(ire  alike  in  one  way — 

For  the  people  of  En<j;land  a  very  dark  time, 

AVlien  bigotry  ruled  without  reason  or  rhyme. 

|)ii;i>  at  fJicciiwich  Paluce,  July  Otli,  1503,  aged  Hi. 


Christ's  Hospitai, 


If 


MAEY. 


Ih(\i(ihtc.r  (if  ITcnni  tin'  EiiflifJi  (oul  Cntlurnii'  of  Arini<ni. 


.Sit(i:ki)KI>  her  l)r()tlK'r,  July  lOtli,  l.").").'}. 

Makkiki)  to  her  cousin,  Phili|)  of  Spain.  .laiinarv  lOtli,  l.",')!. 


Hi 


A  TERHiFiLY  oanicst,  harsh,  fit'tco,  trutlit'ul  woman, 

Going  straight  to  the  [xtint  through  l)lo(»(l  and   tlirough 
fire  ; 

With  two  priests  for  hanl-hcartofhicss  out  of  the  common, 
Who  used  lier  to  work  out  their  e\  il  desire. 


Poor  miseraljle  queen  and  most  unhapjn'  wife. 

When  she  died  every  lieart  in  tiie  kingdom  fch  glad  ; 

Tiiough  kind  and  well-meaning  as  a  daughter  and  wif(>, 
They  hated  he  ■  Ijoth  for  her  good  points  and  l)a(J. 


Unhappy  in  every  relation  of  life  ; 

Port  Calais,  in  France,  was  lost  in  her  reign. 
And  gave  the  last  pang  to  her  sorrowful  life. 

And  the  countries  were  never  united  figain. 
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(i>rij;N   Maky. 
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A  i-fi^ri  full  of  iiii.siniinai,'(Mn('nt,  hhiiuici',  inistiiko, 

Uringin,!,'  miiiiy  \nnn;  luiniilcss,  good  folks  io  tlic  stiikc  ; 

JJut  ujoud  knitted  Ktuckini/s  were  iiiiult'  in  lliis  I'ciLTM, 
And  so  royulty  iicxcr  wore  cloth  lio.s»»  ;iL,'iiiM. 

DiKl)  Novciiilicf  I  Till,  I'>.'»S,  agi'cl  4-J. 

llii{ii;i)  in  Wesliiiiiislt  r  Alilicy. 

For  fiiillu-r  study,  scenes  fidiii   'i'eiinyson's  ]iluy  nf   •'(,tiieen 
Maiy  "  t(i  Ite  read  aloud  to  the  |Hi|)il. 
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Lauv  .Iank  <iKi;v 
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Queen  EuzAiiiyni. 
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KLFZAUKTH. 

f*''''<jhln-  of  llnir,,  Uu:  Enjhth   and   Annr   lU.Imn 


I'' »i<N  September  Tth,  l.l.'W. 

CiK.UNKD  at  West.ninste,',  January  irnli,  I.V.!>. 

Nkver  niarrieil 


Till.:  ^Meatest  of  English.non  lived  in  her  d.-iv, 

CV.voring  all  hor  defects  and  .,uite  doul.lin^^  her  fanu- 

Ar.d  n.ade  this  <|ueen's  rei,i.n  a  nu.st  ,i,d<n-ious  sway, 
And  n.ouMed  for  England  a  very  great  name. 

Slie  was  not  a  nice  woman,  and  given  to  swea.ing ; 

She  broke  with  the  Spaniard  and  Indlied  the  pi.pe. 
But  she  was  amlntious,  courageous  and  daring, 

And  asserted  lierself  as  the  Pn.testant  liope.' 

Slie  was  loved  l)y  her  people,  and  strong  in  the  hand, 
^  And  gorgeous  in  dress,  and  a  woman  of  learning ; 
Nobly  fitted  by  nature  to  rule  and  command, 

Kougli  and  ready  in  speecli,  but  clearheaded,  discerning 
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LuKi>  Bacon. 
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I'.LI/.AIiETll. 

Shakespoare  and  Bacon  and  lialeigh  and  Drake 
Gave  a  glory  to  England  to  gild  ho,-  long  day, 

And  many  another  stout  heart  in  their  wake 
Lived  on  when  the  <,ld  lion  (,ueen  passed  away. 
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A    Cul  KTIKIl. 


Brilliant  things  happened  when  she  reigned  in  her  str<M.gth, 
And  I  couldn't  give  luilf  in  a  bit  of  a  rhyme ; 

But  some  day  I'll  tell  the  old  tale  at  more  length 
If  you  have  the  patience  and  I  have  tlie  time. 
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FiRE-I'LACK   AM)    AnDIHOXS   AT    Kno\VI,>:. 


Specimen  of  Wood  Carving— Ciiimnev-piece  at  Kenilworth. 
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ELlZAIiETH. 

Her  prosperous  rule  had  (,n«  very  dark  I,lot,, 

A  (lis^rnice  to  the  council,  a  shame  to  tlie  queen, 

In  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  the  In^autiful  Scot, 
The  romance  of  wh(.se  Hfe  seems  a  tra^ncal  (h'e 
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am. 


V  .1,/      -.V     '  .^-'I'^v''-   •     ■ 


Ql'KKN    EU/.\UETH   AT   THK   A(iK    OK   F( 


»KTV. 


King  Philip  of  Spain  fitted  out  a  great  fleet 

To  punish  Queen  Bess  for  the  deed  she  had  done. 

But  all  that  he  gained  was  disgrace  and  defeat- 
He  found  that  tlie  queen  and  the  people  were  one. 
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ELIZA  liETH. 


"  Distrust  every  Papist,"  cried  many  in  dread, 
But  Elizaljeth's  answei  was  noble  and  mild  : 

"I'll  Ijelieve  no  more  ill  of  my  subjects,"  she  said, 

"Than  a  most  loving  mother  would  think  of  her  child." 
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LoKi)  RrssEi,!.. 
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When  the  Spanish  Armada  first  came  into  view, 
The  fire  signals  leaped  up  on  each  peak  and  tower ; 

O'er  hill  and  o'er  valley  the  little  lights  flew. 

And  all  England  was  up  and  in  arms  in  one  Iiour. 

A  great  storm  came  down,  nature  fought  for  the  land. 
It  thundered  and  blew  as  the  gale  rose  and  spread ; 

The  queen  gave  God  the  glory  in  a  speech  terse  and  grand, 
**  He  blew  with  his  wind,  they  were  scattered,"  she  said. 


Lantkrns— Siiakksi'eark's  TrMK, 
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Chimney  Cornkk  in  Shakksfkakk's  Hoisk. 
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ELI/.AIiETU. 


^r 


* .  i 


The  Spaniards  irere  scattered,  were  brok(;n,  were  lost, 
But  they  fought  with  the  elements  rather  than  men, 

And  Philip  was  Iwrnten  with  terrible  cost ; 

No  such  fleet  ever  came  against  England  again. 

In  pain,  loneliness,  wretchedness  came  the  last  scene 
To  Queen  Bess  with  her  farthingale,  ruffs,  pearls  and 
lace  ; 

And  so  passed  this  dominant,  great  English  cjueen, 
The  noblest  of  Tudors,  the  last  of  her  race. 

DiKD  at  Richinoinl  Palace,  March  24th,  1603,  aged  72,  having 
reigned  forty-five  years. 

BrKiKi>  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

For  further  study  see  Macaulay's  ballad  of  the  Spanish  Armada 
(read  carefidly  with  geography  in  hand)  and  Kingsley's  "  West- 
ward, Ho  I"  winch  breathes  the  spirit  of  the  age.  There  are  many 
lives  of  Queen  Klizabeth,  and  over  twenty  histories  of  this  reign, 
but  I  would  advise  at  first  the  ballad  and  novel  I  have  mentioned, 
and  also  Tennyson's  "  Revenge." 


Hats— Shakespeare's  Time. 


JAMES   THE    FIRST   OF    ENGLAND 
AND   SIXTH   OF   SCOTLAND. 


Son  of  Mary  Queen  <»/  Scots  and  Henrti  Stuart  (Lord  Darnley). 


BoKN  in  Kdinluirgli,  June  19th,  1566. 

Makuied  to  the  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark,  November  24th,  15H9. 

SncKKDED  to  the  Crown  of  Knglaml,  1603,  as  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Had  a  register  made  in  each  pariah 
church.     Called  in  derision  "  the  British  Solomon." 


A  MAX  of  great  learning,  but  no  conunon  sense, 
Not  at  all  pictures<|ue  for  a  painting  or  rhyme ; 

A  pedant,  who  gave  many  subjects  offence, 

And  was  nicknamed  "  the  wisest  old  fool  of  his  time.' 


A  Scotchman  who  lectured  both  merchant  and  lord, 
And  meddled  with  nearly  all  things  in  the  nation  ; 

Who  scolded  and  pottered  and  oft  broke  his  word, 
Hatching  mischief  untold  for  tli(;  next  generation. 

A  conspiracy  known  as  "  the  Gunpowder  Plot " 

Was  found  out  in  his  reign  and  he  punished  severely, 
For  Papists  were  feared  by  this  timid  old  Scot, 

And  all  Presbyterians  he  hated  sincerely. 
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JAMES   THE  FIRST, 


U  1    . 

11 '  II 


'  ^  { 


An  En^'lish  translation  of  (iod'H  Holy  Word 
Was  printed  and  duly  approved  by  the  king, 

The  noblest  translation  that  e'er  went  abroad, 

And  we  must  not  forget  that  we  owe  him  this  thing. 


Jamkjs  thk  First. 


In  our  own  tongue,  that  Scripture  which  comforts  the  soul 
And  gives  to  the  poorest  true  help  and  advice. 

Went  out  to  his  people,  complete,  clear  and  whole ; 
In  this  matter  "  the  foolish  confounded  the  wise." 


QUKKN    AnNK    ami    IIKU    M.\1I). 
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Earl  and  Countess  of  Somerset. 
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JAMES   THE  FIRST. 


In  private  he  much  enjoyed  practical  joking, 

HjmI  favorites  on  whom  he  poured  lionors  and  gold, 

And  he  wrote  an  (elaborate  tract  against  smoking ; 

His  .statesman  might  bhune  hut  his  tlattert^s  consoled. 


— -^rv, 


COSTL'MKS,    RKHi.N    OK   .I.VMKS   TIIK    FlIiST. 

Old  England  will  never  see  h'lA  lik(^  again  : 

He  was  less  like  a  king  than  an  old  clucking  hen ; 

He  beheaded  brave  llaleigh,  and  made  peace  with  Spain, 
This  pawkiest,  silliest,  queerest  of  men. 


With  some  kindly  thoughts,  yet  with  more  fiddle-faddle, 
A  Kmg-winded  speaker  when  once  he  began ; 

Talking  "  statecraft "  and  "  kingcraft,"  which  now  we  dub 
"  twjiddle," 
An  unkingly  king  and  a  silly  wise  man. 


JAMES  THE  FIRST. 
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I, 


Spain, 


If  addle, 
we  dub 


The  crown  was  n'VJTwI  in  tin'  last  generation  ; 

In  the  niindu  of  his  .suhjeets  he  created  suspicion. 
And  loosened  that  hond  'twixt  the  throne  and  the  nation, 

Being  looked  on  with  secret  contempt  and  derision. 

Like  a  parent  Eli/alM>th  ruled  her  r(»ugh  Citnunons  ; 

Her  interest  was  theirs  ;  thev  hjwl  never  distrust. 
"She  was  more  than  a  man,"  his  sense  less  than  a  woman's, 

Who  raised  in  his  subjects  both  fear  ami  disgust. 

Died  Maruh  27th,  lO'J'),  ugctl  .'lO. 

HrKiKi)  in  NVcHtininster  Ahln-y. 

The  Htiideiit  is  atlvised  to  read  Scott's  "  FortimeH  of  Nigel,"  as 
containing  the  hest  an<l  least  |)reju(lice»l  account  of  James  ;  also, 
Miss  Strickland's  "  Life  of  Anne  <tf  Deiiniaik,"  and  the  eltler 
Disraeli's  view  of  his  character  in  his  "  Ciuiosities  of  Literature." 


•i;l; 


Street  Lantekn,  rkiun  of  Jamks  the  Fikst. 
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CUAKT.KS   THK    FiRST. 
Jiy  Vandyke. 


(^HAKLKS    TlIK    FIRST. 


lioKN  at  Ihiiiifeiliiu' CastK".  Scullaml,  Nom'IiiIm  r  KMli,  l(»(M>. 

M.xuitlKi)  to  Hcmii'tta   Maiia.  ilauuliti'i'  of  Ifi-iiiv  tin-  I'ttiiith  of 
Franco,  June  I'Jth,  1(12'). 

Cronvnei*  KelMuary  2ntl,  Kiid. 


r>r,.\rTY  Jiiid  j^r.ioc  uiid  diiiiiity  of  carii.iiff' 

DistiiisfuislnMl  Chailcs  the  First  ; 
n»>auty  Jitnl  <^i'Jie<;  cam*'  to  him  in  his  maniaL;*', 

Yet  of  all  Kns^lish  lulcs  his  is  the  worst  ; 


Couiitiii!^  his  opportunities  and  chanc(>s, 

His  people's  love,  his  talents  and  j^reat  state, 

His  manner  and  appearance,  his  brave  lances, 
All  in  his  favor  ;  and  vet  such  a  fate  I 


■i 


If  he  had  promised  less  and  kept  his  \v()rd 

His  ship  would  never  have  driven  upon  the  rock. 

Respect  for  the  throne  in  Connn(»ns  and  in  Lord 

Would  have  kept  that  stately  presence  from  the  block. 
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CHARLES  THE  FIRST. 


But  he  played  fast  and  loose  year  after  year, 
Saying  and  not  doing,  no  matter  what  the  cost. 

No  promise  lM)und  him,  love  gave  place  to  fear, 
And  confidence  in  king  and  crown  was  lost. 


Chari.ks  tiik  Fikst's  Childkkn. 

From  thf  painting  hij  Vamhike. 
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He  ruled  without  a  Parliament  (trelce  long  years, 
And  when  he  issued  writs  for  it  again 

There  came  to  front  him,  full  of  wrongs  and  fears, 
A  host  of  angry  and  most  earnest  men. 


CHARLES   THE  FIRST. 


lor 


They  (luarieled  with  their  king  and  he  with  them 

For  "  right"  and  ''■  privilege  ";  neither  would  give  way. 

From  angry  words  they  came  to  blows,  and  then 
Each  buckled  on  his  armor  for  the  fray. 


Old  Ijondon  took  up  arms  <u/(tinst  the  throne, 
And  0.r/b/*t/ championed  the  royal  cause; 

The  Cavaliers  fought  for  the  king  alone, 

The  Roundheads  for  the  people  and  the  laws. 
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London  and  Oxford  melted  down  their  plate 
And  poured  their  treasures  out  on  either  side, 

And  other  cities  followed  soon  or  late, 
And  each  collected  armies  in  their  pride. 

Castles  were  fortified  and  battles  fought, 

And  many  thought  the  war  would  never  cease ; 

Scotland  joined  in,  and  freland  also  thought 

To  gain,  she  scarce  knew  what,  before  the  peace. 


Irs, 


For  four  long  years  the  ci\  il  war  raged  on, 
With  bitterness,  persistence,  and  hard  blows. 

When  Oliver  Cromwell  a  great  victory  won. 
And  royalty  went  down  before  its  foes. 
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CHARLES   THE  EIRST. 


Then  Oliver  tricvl  his  hand  upon  the  kinj^, 
Who  projni.sed  and  consented  as  of  yore, 

But  deceived  in  this  as  in  many  another  thinji^ ; 
He  never  mad(^  or  broke  a  promise  more. 
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Toying  with  the  lion,  he  found  out  too  late, 

When  that  mighty  paw  was  turned  against  the  crown, 

That  to  trifle  here  meant  death.     Left  to  his  fate 
He  was  tried  within  his  own  once  loyal  town, 


CHARLES   THE  FIRST. 
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And  met  his  death  Ix^fore  liis  palace  windows  ;  and  the 
throng, 

With  a  generous  pity,  English  to  the  core, 
Forgave  him  all  his  sins,  and  their  deep  wrong 

Expressed  in  cries  and  wails  when  all  was  o'er. 


This  king  was  energetic,  hright  and  brave, 
A  man  of  much  relinement  and  good  taste, 

Jlut  false  to  the  people  to  his  very  grave, 
Wliit'h  made  his  nohh'  talents  all  a  wasto. 
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He  lives  in  Vandyke's  paintings  of  his  face, 

Brilliant  and  life-like ;  so  does  his  hiight  (jueen 

And  little  tots  of  children.      All  this  grace 
And  beauty  throws  a  glamour  o'er  the  scene 


Of  England's  wrongs  and  sorrows,  England's  woes, 
England's  distresses,  England's  struggling  might 

And  cries  for  liberty.     This  burns  and  glows 
On  each  fierce  bloody  siege  and  desperate  fight. 
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Hundreds  of  verses,  pictures,  poems,  songs. 
Tell  of  this  war  of  England  with  her  king. 

Most  noble  deeds  to  this  old  time  belongs  ; 
Historians  write  of  them,  and  poets  sing. 
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Cavalikks — LoKU  Falkland  and  Lord  (Jkandison. 


CHARLES  THE  FIRST. 


Ill 


y 


It  was  a  time  of  bright  romance  and  glory- 
Men  wrestled  and  grew  strong  the  island  through  ; 

It  bears  a  moral,  too,  this  quaint  old  story, 
For  each  and  every  one  of  us— //e  trne. 
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THE    C0MM()XWP:ALTH 


OLIVER   CROMWKLL,    PKOTKCTOK. 


Born  at  Huntingdon,  April  2r»th,  1599. 

Made  (ieneral  of  the  Army,  Juno  "Jlst,  lUoO,  an<l  Lord  I'lolcLtor 
for  Life,  December  '2nd,  IGoH. 


And  now  we  come  to  an  administration 

At  once  impartial,  splendid,  brave  and  grand  : 

The  Roundhead  army  really  ruled  the  nation, 
But  Cromwell  had  the  Ironsides  well  in  hand. 

England  once  more  began  to  be  respected 

With  tliis  man  at  the  helm,  abroad,  at  home  ; 

She  hated  him,  and  would,  liad  she  dared,  rejected 
The  mighty  'lelp  of  her  great  homespun  son. 


For  (jood  and  evil,  Cromwell  kept  his  word  ; 

The  ruler's  hand  was  strong  if  not  (juite  clean, 
And  all  men  watched  the  sceptre  and  the  sword, 

Not  knowing  <juite  what  this  new  power  might  mean. 
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Oliveh  Ckomwkll. 
From  a  rare  old  iwrtrait. 
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Against  King  CharU's  ho  stoniiod  old  Worcester  city, 

Closing  it  in  with  men  on  every  side. 
Tlie  young  king's  plight  moved  loyal  hearts  to  pity, 

And  many  thousand  gallant  soldiers  died. 

A  ])attle  of  stout  spirits  hand  to  hand, 

Where  each  man  showed  a  front  as  bold  as  Hector ; 
A  standing  fight  for  every  inch  of  land, 

That  "crowning  mercy"  of  the  old  Protector. 

After  the  battle  lost,  the  king  departed. 
Doubling  his  fierce  frxis  like  a  hunted  hare, 

W^hen  worn  and  broken,  wounded  and  downhearted. 
His  Cavaliers  were  scattered  everywhere; 

Why  then  the  wortliy  Penderells,  to  their  glory, 
Succored  this  hard-pressed,  foot-sore,  lurking  king ; 

Hid  in  an  oak — a  most  romantic  story, 

Which  at  that  perio<l  made  the  country  ring. 

W^ell,  Croi  iwell  beat  his  foes  by  sea  and  land. 

It  was  some  time  before  the  warfare  ended  ; 
But  England  reared  her  head  majestic,  grand. 

Once  more,  and  the  poor  Vaudois  were  defended. 

He  ruled  the  Irish  with  an  iron  rod ; 

But  with  them^  as  with  all  others,  kept  good  faith 
When  once  he  had  promised  ;  and  his  given  word 

Meant  something  to  all  nations  till  his  death. 
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CUOMWKLL   HOUSK,    llUilKiATE,    AS   IT   IS   TO-PAY. 
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Hlake  fought  1»y  sea  and  Cr(iin\v(>ll  fought  hy  lan<l  ; 

The  Protestant  was  |)rot«'rt«'(l  «'V(M*ywh«*re  ; 
13ut  to  th(>  Hoiuaii  Catholic  (hMiiaiid 

Cruinwell  was  harsh,  aixl  not  entirely  fair. 

lie  turned  the  house  of  Parliament  out  of  d(M)r8  — 
"The  Lord  has  done  with  you,  an<l  get  you  gone." 

At  a  sign  the  soldiers  drove  them  forth  hy  scores 
Until  of  mendMMs  there  remained  not  one. 

England,  he  said,  must  be  ruled  by  "godly  men." 
liut  the  "godly"  were  cantankerous,  one  and  all, 

CTnruly,  ([uarrelsome,  tiresome.     Once  again 

Did  Cromwell  drive  from  his  presence  great  and  snudl  ; 

For  his  home  rule  was  merely  a  suppression 
Of  angry  hearts  still  hungering  for  redress, 

But  his  great  foreign  policy  a  succession 
Of  triumphs,  and  most  merited  success. 

The  Isle  of  Jamaica  was  won  in  Cromwell's  day, 
Wrested  with  bloodshed  from  a  hostile  power — 

A  f)ossession  England  owes  to  his  great  sway 
Which  brings  her  a  revenue  to  this  very  hour. 

When  thirty  waggons  rolled  along  the  Strand 
Laden  with  Spanish  silver  for  the  nation. 

For  once  the  people  called  their  ruler  grand. 
With  cheers  and  something  like  appreciation. 
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Cromwkll  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Clavpole. 
From  a  paintin<)  by  Fiske. 
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He  issued  writs  for  Parliament  again  ; 

The  members  would  rule  in  (lU  things,  so  would  If  : 
They  were  dismissed  with  sorrow  and  disdain — 

"  Get  hence  !    God  judge,"  he  said,  '*  twixt  you  and  me." 

He  died  in  the  autumn  when  a  storm  was  roaring 

(The  vanity  of  all  things  he  h.ad  pi'oved). 
Muttering,  as  torrents  from  the  sky  were  pouring, 

'*  I'm  more  than  conqueror  through  Him  that  loved." 

Rising  with  the  storm,  the  spirit  within  him  ciied 

For  pardon  and  for  peace  to  God  above 
For  himself  and  those  who  hated  him.     He  died 

Praying  for  the  realm,  the  country  of  his  lovo. 

His  foes  said  devils  from  their  evil  den 

Shrieked  for  the  soul  leaving  the  worn-out  clay. 

Thus  'mid  the  curses  and  strange  thoughts  of  inen 
That  stormy  spirit  sped  upon  its  way. 
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Died  at  Whitehall  Palace,  September  3r<l,  KJoS,  agc.l  .")!). 

Buried  in  Westminster  Abl)ey.  Afterwanls  ruiiioved.  l*Ia<e 
of  second  burial  unknown. 

Scott's  novel  of  "Woodstock"  gives  a  spirited  but  unfair  de- 
scription of  Cromwell,  and  an  ideal  and  pnetical  portrait  <.'f  Cliailes 
the  Second,  besides  mucli  faithful  information  relating  to  tliat 
period. 
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RiCHAKD   CkOMWKLL. 

From  the  painting  hy  Sir  Peter  LeUj. 
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KIC  HAIII)    caiOMWELL. 

Eldest  sou  i,f  (Minr  Cromirell. 


Proclaimkd  Protector,  September,  1058. 
Deposki)  April  '2-2uil,  1G59. 


As  lionest  gentleman,  w  lioin  an  evil  fate 

Placed  over  Englimd  in  lier  angiiest  mood ; 
She  met  his  eflorts  with  dispute  and  hate. 

He  was  not  a  man  to  shed  tlie  nation's  blood 
Or  l)attl(»  against  factions ;  he  requirefl 

Friends  and  fireside,  and  harmless  n.irth  and  jest. 
Let  others  rule  the  nation  ;  he  retiied 

Quietly  and  gladly  to  his  hi.lden  nest 
Among  green  lanes  and  quiet  country  woods, 
And  grass  and  wild  flouers  witii  heaven's  sweet 
dew  wet. 
Dame  Nature  welcomed  him  in  April  mood- 
He  left  the  Stuarts  their  thi-one  without  regret. 
And  for  all  time  a  just  and  honest  name, 
Better  than  his  great  fathei-'s  douhtful  fame. 


4ri 


DrKD  July  l,3tli,  1712.  age.!  S."). 

"  Hra.nhletye  House."  hy  Iloiar-e  S,„ith,  woul.l  be  pleasant 
mstructive  reading  for  tli(;  pupil. 
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CHARLES    THE    SECOND. 


CALLED  THE   "MERRY   MONARCH." 


Born  May  29th,  1630. 

Crowned  at  Scone  as  King  of  Scotland,  January  1st,  1051. 

After  the  battle  of  Worcester,  September  .Srd,  1651,  death  was  de- 
nounced against  any  who  concealed  him,  and  one  thousand 
pounds  promised  to  any  who  betrayed  him.  It  was  forty  days 
before  he  could  escape  from  England,  and  as  many  as  sixty 
people  had  assisted  in  his  concealment  and  escape. 

Restored  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  May  29th,  1660. 

Crowned  King  of  Groat  Britain  and  Ireland,  St.  George's  Day, 
1661,  in  VVestminster  Abbey. 

Married  to  Catherine  of  Braganza,  Infanta  of  Portugal,  May  27th, 
1662. 


England  was  tired  of  war  and  the  iron  hand 
Of  military  rule,  and  longed  to  be  free, 

And  hoped  for  better  things  throughout  the  land 
When  her  young  king  came  home  from  o'er  the  sea. 


Great  peals  of  gladness  rang  from  every  steeple, 
Showing  unbounded  faith  and  love  and  loyalty, 

The  crazy  loyalty,  of  the  English  people 

For  this  most  worthless  scion  of  old  royalty. 


CHAh^LES    THE  SECOXD. 

He  met  the  silent  Ironsides  on  Blackheath  ■ 

He  promised  to  pay  them  and  redress  all\vron. 

Grim  men,  who  brought  about  Lis  father's  death- 
Old  Cromwell's  army,  fifty  thousand  stronc. 
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The  men  would  not  disband,  as  it  appears, 

Till  they  were  paid  ;  their  vigilance  never  slept, 

feo  he  kept  this  promise  as  to  their  arrears - 
About  the  only  one  he  ever  kept. 

The  army  was  disbanded,  the  Church  restored  ■ 
The  regicides  were  slain;  the  king  was  married- 

A  kmg  that  every  kind  of  business  b..red, 

Who  cared  not  how  public  affairs  were 'carried 
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CHARLES   THE  SECOND. 


If  he  had  ease.     "  A  swartliy,  scape-grace  king," 

Said  one  who  knew  him.    "  His  word  no  man  relies  on." 

A  king  who  "never  said  a  foolish  thing, 

And  never,"  in  his  whole  life,  "did  a  wise  one." 

King  Charlie's  wife  l)rought  as  a  maniage  portion  — 
liomlxuj,  in  India  our  vei-y  first  foothold  ; 

But  the  greedy  people  had  not  then  a  notion 

Of  what  this  meant,  and  longed  inste;id  for  gold. 
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Till-;    KlN<!    CllAKI.KS     Si'AMKI,. 

Tiie  plague  broke  out,  the  gay  court  tied  away  ; 

All  who  could  leaver  the  city  went  in  haste  ; 
The  grass  giesv  in  the  streets.     All  was  dismay 

And  <'loom  and  soriow — London  was  a  waste. 


Then  the  scene  changed  :  a  fire  swept  through  the  town  ; 

Half  L<mdon  lay  in  ashes  ;  street  and  lane. 
Palace  and  churcli  and  prison  all  went  down, 

'^nly  to  rise  in  grander  form  again. 
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The  king  loved  ease  and  gokl,  and  he  cajoled 
His  Parliaments,  foi-  lie  was  not  a  fool, 

And  by  tact  and  courtesy  many  things  contfolled. 
He  ruled,  and  yet  Ik;  did  not  seem  to  rule. 


TuK  Prison  on  Bki»K(iku  Hkidck. 


he  town ; 


He  honored  the  loin  of  beef  and  mad«!  it  knight, 
With  fin;  and  |)estilence  at  his  very  door  ; 

With  Milton  in  age  and  grief  shut  out  fi-om  the  light, 
And  Bunyan  in  j>edft)rd  jail,  despised  and  poor. 

He  feasted,  and  laughed,  and  sang,  and  told  gay  lies. 
And  hunted,  and  spoj-ted  the  finest  wigs  and  clothes; 

He  fed  his  ducks  and  chased  his  butter tlies, 

While  the  Dutch  burned  Chatham  under  his  very  nose. 
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The  ladies  of  his  court  dressed  in  bad  taste ; 

The  morals  of  his  court  were  a  disgrace ; 
Men  wore  their  hair  in  ringlets  down  to  their  waist, 

And  pantelettes  to  the  knee,  trimmed  with  rich  lace. 


A  Court  Dandv,  reion  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Charles  sold  himself  to  France  for  a  certain  sum 
Paid  annually.     He  had  no  public  spirit, 

No  love  for  England,  no  pride  in  hearth  and  home ; 
His  gracious  manners  were  his  only  merit. 


CHARLES   THE  SECOND. 

He  was  n<,t  found  out  in  his  day,  and  ,liod  polit<>ly. 

He  was  not  qniu  the  wornt  man  of  his  uge, 
But  much  in  his  life  is  hateful  and  unsightly-,' 

And  gross  and  nasty.     Let  us  turn  th.-  pa'^e 

On  h>ve-)ocks  and  rohgious  persecution 

And  the  English  king  who  sang  and  laughed  an.l 

Kept  twenty  little  dogs  and  on.  resolution-^ 
To  turn  his  face  to  Rome  before  he  died. 
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U.«.  in  VVhi.,.h„n  Pal,-,,,,  Frf„,„„;v  (HI,,  l6So,  „ge,l  55. 

Buried  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

"The   Miraculous   Rscune   of   Kintr  rin,I..«  "   i       m 


JAMES    THE   SECOND. 


S<!C(nnl  sini   of  Cli(()i)\H  thv  First. 


IJoKN  OctoLei-  :m\\,  1().'}3. 

Makkikd— First,  to  Aim  Hyde,  the  \j)n\  CIiiin(;ollf)r'.s  daughter, 
16(i0.  Sofoiid,  to  tlie  Princess  Mary  of  Modeiia,  Noveinhor 
2lHt,  1(573. 

CuowNKD  April  23id,  108.5. 

Skt  aside  hy  tho  nation,  1088. 
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Kkmkmmku,  children,  wild  iind  sad  Sed<j<'inoor 
Was  the  lant  battle  fought  on  English  ground, 

And  honor  the  brave  Somersetshire  boor 
(Honor  to  bravery  wh<M'ever  found)  ; 

Their  leaders  fled,  the  peasants  n(?ver  stirred, 

Or  blenched  before  the  ])ayonet  and  the  sword — 
Yes,  heroes  all,  lie  under  each  green  mound. 

Also  remember,  children,  that  King  James 

Took  the  grt'y  head  from  Lady  Alice  Lysle 
For  sheltering  such  rebels  ;  and  the  ilames 
Consumed  to  ashes  in  a  little  while 
Another  fvoman,*  who 
Had  sheltered  rebels  too — 
Last  person  burnt  within  our  Mother  Isle. 
*  Elizabeth  Gaunt. 


Dkksskis,  rkicn  of  Jamks  the  Second. 
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JAMES    THE  SECOND. 


More  foolisli  than  any  of  his  name  or  race, 

More  absolute;  than  old  l'^li/,al)etli, 
Without  a  toucli  of  grMitU'ness  or  ^lace, 
James  cruelly  dealt  punishment  and  death. 
False  in  all'airs  of  State, 
H«>  hastened  on  his  fate, 
hlind  "^o  the  consjMjuenci!  of  broken  faith. 

The  nation  rose  and  set  King  James  aside 
Onc(;  and  forever,  and  his  leligion  too ; 

The  poor  king's  folly,  bigotry  and  pride 

Brought  evils  which  the  wise  could  not  undo. 

An  ope)i  Catholic,  not  masked,  like  his  brother, 

He  might  have  done  more  good  than  any  other, 
Bringing  a  tolerance  glorious  and  new. 


He  tied  to  France,  and  the  great  king  received  him 
With  open  arms.     He  dwelt  there  till  his  death, 

And  Louis  coddled,  pensioned  and  relieved  him 
With  princely  generosity  and  good  faith. 

Old  England  never  swerved  in  her  rejection, 

King  Louis  never  failed  in  his  protection, 

Until  poor  foolish  James  drew  his  last  breath. 


Died  at  the  Palace  of  St.  German's,  France,  August  6th,  1701, 
aged  68. 

For  further  study,  portions  of  Macaulay's  History  might  be 
read  to  the  pupil,  especially  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor. 
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WILLIAM   AND    MARY. 


WILLIAM,   PRINCE  OF  ORANGE  AND  NASSAU. 


IJoKN  November  4th,  1650.     (Maky  was  born  April  30th,  1662.) 

Ckkatki)  Sladhoi.deh,  or  First  Magistrate  of  Holland,  July  Snl, 
1672. 

MakrikI)  to  his  cousin,  Mary  Stuart,  daughter  of  James  the  Second 
and  Ann  Hyde,  October  23rd,  1677. 

Pho("Laimki»  King  and  Queen  of  England,  February  13th,  1689. 

The  Bank  of  England  was  founded  in  this  reign,  an<l  milled  coin 
first  used — Sir  Isaac  Newton  being  Master  of  the  Mint. 
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TiiEY  were  not  persecutors,  and  the  king, 
In  taking  the  long  coronation  oath. 

Distinctly  spoke  his  mind ;  and  in  this  thing, 
"  I  will  not  persecute,"  he  spoke  for  both. 

Being  only  mortal,  while  they  ruled  the  nation 
They  made  mistakes  and  blunders  like  the  rest ; 

But  they  wished  at  heart  for  broader  toleration, 
And  with  this  aim  they  did  their  very  best. 
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WILLIAM  AND   MARY. 


The  queen  built  Grwiurirh,  and  the  thouijht  was  kind, 
For  her  good  sailors  wounded  at  La  Hogue  ; 

A  great  act,  chikh'en,  when  we  bear  in  mind 
That  charity  was  not  just  then  in  vogue. 


WlJ.LIAM    THK    TiIIKH. 


The  king  abolished  the  thnmh-^creic  and  the  rack, 
Which  were  used  foi*  torture  in  old  London  1'ower, 

And  the  hoot  in  Scotland.     These  ills  ne'er  came  back, 
And  we  may  thank  him  to  this  very  hour. 


5  kind, 


WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

Ireland  declared  for  James,  France  lent  a  hand, 
And  a  great  fight  took  place  on  Boyne  river. 

And  two  long  sieges  followed  in  that  land. 
Raising  a  spite  which  seems  to  last  forever. 
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H.\MrT(»N   C(»IKT   I'ai.ack. 


\\  Tower, 
lime  back. 


At  last  the  war  was  o'er-.     The  terms  of  peace 
Were  to  my  thought  foolish,  because  so  harsh. 

It  seems  as  if  old  memories  never  cease, 
But  hover  over  every  bog  and  marsh 
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Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
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In  angry  recollection  of  that  time  ; 

Dark  memories  linger  o'er  another  spot — 
Glencoe,  in  Scotland — where  an  awful  crime 

Took  place,  and  marks  this  reign  with  one  foul  blot. 


WOLSTHUKI',    LlNCOLNSHlRK,    TUK    Hul'SK    IN     WHUII 

SiK  Isaac  Nkwton  was  i',(ikn. 

Queen  Mary  died  of  smallpox  in  Ikm-  prime, 
And  such  a  burial  England  has  never  seen, 

For  Lords  and  Conunons,  sitting  at  the  time, 
All  followed  to  her  grave  this  stately  tjueen. 

William  now  clung  more  fondly  to  the  Dutch, 
And  mourned  in  secret  for  his  faithful  wife  ; 

Distrusted  the  English — I  don't  blame  him  nmch, 
For  many  plots  were  laid  to  take  his  life. 
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A  man  in  manner  taciturn  and  grim, 

Before  his  age  in  many  a  plan  and  thought ; 

Respected  abroad,  the  Englisli  hated  him. 
But  we  enjoy  the  freedom  which  he  brought. 


t   ! 


He  wore  his  hat  in  church,  he  caned  a  lord. 

His  English  was  bad,  he  was  rude  to  Princess  Anne ; 
But  never  mind,  the  Dutchman  kept  his  word  ; 

minion  but  a  man. 


This  king  was  not 


Mary  died  December  28th,  1694,  aged  32. 

William  died  March  8th,  1702,  at  Kensington  Palace,  aged  51. 

They  are  buried  together  in  Westminster  Abl)ey. 
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William  the  Tiukd. 


38  Anne ; 


ANNE. 

Second  Damjktn-  of  Ja,nes  the  Serond  and  Ann  Ih,dr 


3e,  aged  51. 


JJofiN  February  0th,  16G;1. 

Mau.uk,,  to  P,i„.o  (ieorgo  of  Denmark,  July  28th,  1683. 

Ckownkd  April  2;Jr(l,  1702. 


A  HANDSOME,  kindly,  sweet-voiced,  stupid  woman, 
Kuled  and  made  -reat  by  one  great  Englishman. 

All  that  she  did  was  commonplace  and  common ; 
She  lives  in  history  as  the  "good  Queen  Anne." 

Marlborough  made  war  with  France  for  his  own  glory 
And  profit.     Step  by  step  he  did  advance  : 

Triumph  for  him,  but  a  sad  and  sorry  story 

For  bleeding  England  and  for  suffering  France. 

Great  men  of  letters  brightened  up  this  reign 
With  rays  of  thought  which  even  yet  we\el— 

Dean  Swift,  a  satirist  of  bitter  vein. 
And  gentle  Addison  and  jolly  Steele. 
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ANNE. 
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A  glory  not  her  own  shone  round  Queen  Ainie, 

Who  walked  and  talked  and  moved  among  lier  betters. 

She  touched  g(X)d  Johnson  when  a  little  man, 
That  wise  and  ponderous  future  king  of  letters. 
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Tk.mplk  Bak. 

And  she  was  praised  through  every  town  and  county 
For  providing  a  noble  fund  for  the  church  she  loved. 

'Twas  Bishop  Burnett's  thought,  this  "  Queen  Anne's 
Bounty  " ; 
That  she  had  few  thoughts  is  pretty  clearly  proved. 

She  moved  in  heavy  drapery,  Anne  the  Good, 
The  nation's  figurehead,  with  blessings  on  her. 

In  head-dress  high,  and  pearls  and  velvet  liood ; 

While  others  fought  and  thought,  she  had  the  honor. 
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Anne. 


Fond  of  good  eating,  a  stolid  British  matron, 
Borne  reverently  abroad  in  her  sedan. 

Of  valor  and  of  learning  the  gre:it  patron, 

See  meek  and  stupid,  kindly,  dull  Queen  Anne. 

Quietly  and  suddenly  she  slipped  from  life, 
Last  of  the  Stuarts  to  fill  an  English  throne ; 

We  think  of  Marlborough  and  his  vixen  wife, 
And  never  of  the  "Good  Queen  Anne"  alone. 

Died  August  1st,  1714,  aged  50. 
Bi'RiEi)  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
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GEOKGE   THE    FIliST. 

OV  THK  HOUSK  OF  JiRUxNSWICK,  FAMILY  OF  iiUKLVU, 
ELKCTOR  OF  HANOVER. 

Desmiiled  from  Elhahdh,  Queen  of  Bohemia, 
dninjhtei'  of  James  the  Fiist. 


BOHN   l(i60. 

Married  to  Sopliia  Dorothea,  of  Zell,  November  28th,  1682. 

SiT(;oKEi.Ki,  to  the  tlirono  of  (ireat  Britain,  August  2n.l,  1714. 


A  German  who  could  not  speak  one  English  word, 
And  who  had  to  converse  with  his  lords  in  bad  Latin, 

A  gross  elderly  man.     It  seems  really  absurd 

To  reject  young  St.  George  in  his  velvet  and  satin, 


man. 


And  take  this  coarse,  commonplace,  honest  old 
But  'twas  better  for  England  to  rule  her  own  self 

And  manage  the  government  on  her  own  plan. 
With  a  king  who  cared  only  for  pocket  and  pelf. 
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GEOkGE   THE  FlkSt, 


Than  to  have  a  young  Stuart,  witli  his  lies  and  his  graces, 

His  wigs  and  his  wine,  and  his  vices  and  jewels. 
But  there   icere   those   who  still    loved   the   Stuarts'  fair 
faces, 
False    words   and    good    manners — the    brave,    honest 
fo(iIs. 
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CoSTL'MKS,    KEKiN    OK   (iE(»K(!K   THE    FlKST. 
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Such  were  Wintown  and  Kenmare,  and   Nithsdale,   and 
more, 

Who  raised  a  rebellion  for  James  the  Pretender ; 
Who  were  thwarted  and  sorted  and  beaten  right  sore, 

And  were  all  taken  prisoners,  and  had  to  surrender. 
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GEORGE   THE  FIRST. 
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These  bravo,  honest  .[acohites  wore  tried  most  unfairly, 
And  lodged  in  tli«^  Tower— many  came  to  the  l>lock  ; 

But  Nithsdale  escaju'd,  foi*  his  wife  planned  it  rarely, 
And  gav(;  king  and  country  an  electiical  shock. 


FiRI'M'l.At'K   OK   ()IJ>    KN(iLIS11    CoTTACK. 


and 


He  marched  by  his  enemies  calmly,  serenely, 

Through    thick    walls,    oak   doors,  double   guards,   bolts 
and  bars, 

Dressed  up  as  a  lady,  tall,  stately  and  (jueenly, 
And  a  petticoat  rescued  this  brave  son  of  Mars, 
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GPIORCE    THE   FIRST. 


King  George  diiul  abroad,  and  his  son  (Jeorge  succeeded, 
And  nobody  can'd  much  that  I  ever  heard. 

Or  drew  a  h»ng  visage,  or  mourned,  grieved  or  heedcul, 
And  of  his  i)rivate  life  I  will  not  say  one  word. 


i 


'M  i 


Died  Huddonly  at  OHimltrook,  .luno  lltli,  1727,  agod  G7. 
IJruiEi)  in  Hanover. 

.Sc(3tt'H  novel  of  "  Red  ({auntlet,"  and  Tlia<;keiay'H  "  Kstnond  " 
contain  descriptions  of  James  the  old  Pretender. 


I 


X 


A   COL'KT    Lady,    KEKiN    of   (iKORllK   THE   FlKST. 
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(loci, 
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Hinond  " 


OMOIKJK    TIIK    SKCOM). 


BoKN  Octoher  i;nii,  um. 

Crow  NKi)  June  I5tli,  17l>7. 

Makhik.  to  Caroline  Wili„.ena  of  Anspasch,  August  2-Jn.I.  1704. 


A  KING  with  a  clever,  luindsomo  lady  mated, 
A  king  who  hravely  fought  at  Dettingen,' 

A  king  who  -boetry  and  bainting"  hated, 
Most  practical  and  connnoni)Iace  of  men. 

T.ittle  enough  we  care  about  the  nia.,, 

But  n.uch  of  interest  marks  King  George's  reign- 
Walpole's  corruption,  Chatham's  nobler  plan. 

Lord  Olive  in  India,  and  the  war  with  Spain  ; 

The  South  Sea  scheme,  the  British  credit  shaken, 
The  rising  of  the  gahant  young  Pretender 

The  death  of  Wolfe,  when  strong  Quebec  was  taken, 
I  he  whole  of  Lower  Canada's  surrender; 

Flora  Macdonald's  bravery  and  devotion 
(Dear  Scottish  lassie  with  a  heart  of  gold), 

Who  crossed  in  an  open  boat  the  stormy  oceln  ; 
Loyal  through  all  adversity,  and  bold. 
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GEORGE    THE  SECOND. 
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Sorrow  for  those  who  perished  in  this  cause, 
Who  fought  and  fell  on  wild  Culloden  Moor, 

Or  died  by  axe  and  block  through  the  harsh  laws, 
Or  by  the  "  Butcher"*  when  the  fight  was  o'er. 


m 


Lord  Chesterfield  lived  then  and  wrote  his  ''letters," 
Whitfield  and  Wesley  preached  on  the  hillside, 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  his  hymns  and  sang  the  fetters 

From  hard  hearts  bound  in  sin  and  locked  in  pri-'p. 

*  The  Duke  of  Cumberland'B  nickname. 
10 
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GEORGE   THE  SECOND. 
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Goldsmith  composed  what  millions  since  have  prized, 
Good  Dr.  Watts  preached  sermons  and  wrote  hymns, 

And  "little  Mr.  Pope,"  whom  George  despised, 
Lived  then,  and  Sterne,  a  man  of  wit  and  whims. 


Costumes,  REUiN  of  Geoikje  the  Second. 
From  Iliigarth, 

And  Hannah  INIore  and  her  sisteis  in  that  day 

Wrestled  with  vice  and  ignorance  near  tiieir  home ; 

Garrick  and  Johnson,  Arbuthnot  and  Gay, 

Acted  and  talked  and  wrote  for  years  to  come. 

Ignorance  was  the  inheritance  of  the  poor. 

And  only  the  gentry  had  a  chance  of  learning. 

While  in  New  England  schools  at  every  door 

Showed  the  far-sighted  how  the  tide  was  turning. 
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DREssEis,  REIGN  OF  Geor«;e  THE  Second. 
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GEORGE    THE  SECOND. 


! 


As  for  the  English  Church,  may  we  never  see 
A  Church  so  dead  alive  as  this  again. 

There  was  no  teaching,  kindly,  sound  and  free ; 
The  Church  was  ruled  by  evil,  selfish  men. 


nii 


Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham,  the  "  great  Commoner," 

Was  the  grandest  soul  throughout  King  George's  reign; 
The  one  who  roused  the  sleeping  lion  ;  the  summoner 


Of  Englishmen  to  nobler  deeds  again. 


King  George,  he  died,  for  *'all  things  have  an  end," 
And  certainly  a  royal  change  was  needed. 

The  nation  hoped  that  things  would  now  amend 
Wlien  his  young  grandson  to  the  throne  succeeded. 


Died   siuUlcnly   at   Kensington    Palace,   October  25th,    1700, 
aged  77. 

Bi'KiKU  in  Westminster  Al)l>ey. 

For  further  study  of  this  and  preceding  reign  see  the  elianning 
old  novels  of  "Evilena''  and  "Cecilia,"  by  Miss  Burney,  a  eon- 
temporary,  showing  the  morals  and  manners  of  the  gentry  ;  also, 
parts  of  Thackeray's  "Virginians,"  and  the  "  Life  of  Flora  Mac- 
donald " ;  the  novels  of  Jane  Austin,  "Pride  and  Prejudice' 
and  "  Sense  and  Sensibility,"  and  Scott's  "  Heart  of  Midlothian  " 
and  "  Waverley,"  as  all  relate  to  this  period. 


GEOEGE    TPTE    THIRD. 

CALLED    "FARMER   (JEOROE." 

Son  of  Frederick  Prince  of  Wulvs. 


BoKx  June  4tli,  17.SS. 

Maurikd   to   Charlotte   of   MeckltMilniig-Strelitz,   Sot)tcinl)er   8th 
176L 

Crowned  with  liis  Queen  September  22n(l,  ITfJL 
America  declared  her  independence,  July  4tli,  1770. 


He  meant  well  always,  and  tried  to  be  a  king 

According  to  his  idea  of  the  thing, 
With  all  his  heart,  this  honest,  stub])orn  man, 

A  dull,  good,  moral  English  gentleman. 

The  poor  king  l^rought  about  the  very  acts 

He  most  disliked.      'Twould  take  too  long  a  time 

To  tell  of  all  his  blunders,  battles,  facts, 
Follies  and  struggles  in  a  jingling  rhyme. 

Wilkes  stood  fur  liberty  wliether  lie  would  or  no. 
Had  "greatness  thiust  upon  him  "  bv  the  kin« 

Who  hated  and  persecuted  this  man  so 

That  he  roused  old  London  to  resist  the  thin<^ 


I   I 
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(jiEOKdK   TIIK   TllIKI)    AM)   QUKEN    CHARLOTTE. 


GEORGE    THE   THIRD, 

Tlie  king  would  have  mado  tlie  water  run  up  hill 
Had  it  been  possible.     In  the  first  twejity  years 

Of  liis  poor  policy  and  unbridled  will 

A  wondrous  change  in  everything  appears. 


1 58 


l^dNiKi.;  Sii'j-.KT  Ijciri's,  17()(). 

America  is  an  independent  nation 

CJuided  by  a  moderate  and  mighty  hand. 

There  is  discontent  in  men  of  every  station, 
Uneasiness  and  war  by  sea  and  land. 
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George  Washington. 


GEORGE    THE   THIRD. 
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We  fought  against  the  French,  hated  and  blamed  them, 
And  wrestled  with  them  many  long,  long  years; 

Beat  them  at  Waterloo  at  last,  and  shamed  them. 
And  carried  hack  their  king  with  guns  and  spears. 


RoniCKT    BlKNS. 


A  king  they  did  not  want,  and  sent  their  choice 
To  prison  for  life  on  a  lone)}'  island  rock  ; 

King,  Connnons,  Lords,  all  willed  it  with  one  voice. 
The  day  being  past  for  the  Tower,  axe  and  block. 
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GEORGE   THE   THIRD. 


Il 
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At  last  King  (Joorge  the  Third  ])ecfiiiio  insaiio, 
And  his  son  was  regent  years  before  he  died. 

So  ill  was  he  that  he  never  ruled  again ; 
The  little  old  (jueen  never  left  his  side. 


t 

A  CoUKT  Lady,  iikkin  oi'  (iKctKcK  thk  Tiiird. 

America  might  rebel,  his  sons  provoke, 
London  resist,  his  enemies  d(;ride  him, 

But  the  hard  little  (jueen,  with  her  red  cloak, 
Was  soft  to  him,  and  true,  and  kept  beside  him. 

Sad  was  his  end,  we  cannot  but  deplore  him. 
Sorrowful,  lonely,  aged,  deaf  and  blind, 

With  intervals  of  reason  breaking  o'er  him, 
Rising  of  the  clouds  and  clearing  of  the  mind. 
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lie  pnn/t'tl  for  E in/In nd  tlu>n,  fnid  for  tlio  wit't^ 

Wlio  lovt'tl,  uikI  kept  her"  wcafy  watdi  l»csi(l(>  liiin  ; 

And  for  his  children.  And  so  passed  his  life, 
A  splendid  failure.      l»ut  let  none  deride  him. 

Who  lias  not  blundered  1  Heaven  help  us  all 
When  thrust  hy  fortune  into  awkward  places; 

Wiser  than  he  may  fail  too,  aye,  and  fall  ; 
Dwell  rather  on  liis  kindly  acts  and  graces. 

DiKn  at  Windsor  Castle,  January  "iTth,  1S20,  aged  S-J. 

Rkionkd  go  years. 

liruiEl)  in  St.  (Jeorge's  Cliapol,  Windsor. 

Soe  Thackeiay's  "Four  (Jeorgcs '"  and  Miss  liurnoy's  account 
of  Queen  Cliailottc's  court.  Kelsluun's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Keign  of 
(ieorgo  the  Tliird "  gives  a  spirited  and  faitliful  account  of  the 
struggle  against  France. 


SCKNE    IN    EncLAND. 
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GEORGE   THE    l-OUinir. 

('ALLKD  IN  THOSE  T)AY8  "THK  FTllST  (iKNTI.KMAN 

IN  EUROl'K." 
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Born  August  12th,  ITCj'i. 

MAHiirKi)  to  Ciiroliuo  of  Brunswick,  Aj)iil  Stli,  1793. 

M.XDK  Rk(!KNT  Novt'nil)or,  ISIO. 

CuowNKD  King  July  lOtli,  1821. 


And  now  comes  George  the  Fourth,  tlie  Brighton  beau, 

Who  wore  high  stocks,  strapped  boots,  and  tightened 
waist ; 

Who  set  the  fashion  for  many  years,  you  know, 

And  was  the  oracle  of  British  taste. 

His  reign  is  marked  by  a  bright  and  shining  host 

Of  writers  of  great  merit,  wit  and  worth  ; 
He  put  lieigh  Hunt  in  jail,  gave  Houthey  the  Laureate's  post. 

And  knighted  Scott,  "the  wizard  of  the  north." 


CKOA'CJi    THE   roVRTH. 

Ife  ni/ulo  state  tours,  and  all  the  land  recoivetl  him 
With  much  j^ood  humor  and  with  loyal  cheers. 

Ho  lost  his  only  dau^'hter— it  scarce  grieved  him— 
And  reigned  in  I'^igland  nearly  twenty  years, 
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beau, 
ghtened 
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Georck  the  Fourth. 


:e's  post, 


Counting  his  regency.     I'll  say  no  more. 

I  could  if  I  would,  for  you  know  he  ruled  the  nation 
Not  s     very  long  ago  ;  but  his  day  is  o'er. 

Wl      revive  it  ?     My  father  saw  his  coronation, 


Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart. 
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GEORGE    THE   EOURTH. 
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And  hoard  the  f^'ivat  bell  of  St.  Paul's  toll  out  at  night, 
And  sadly  echo  back  from  many  a  ste('i)le 

The  grief  for  Chai-lotte,  young,  strong,  fair  and  bright, 
Snatched  in  her  early  promise  from  her  people. 


}lis  Majesty's  Cottac;!;,  \Vim>s(ik. 


He  heard  the  king's  voice  and  saw  his  injurccl  wife, 
And  his  coflin  and  his  funeral  ;  let  him  be, 

We  are  coming  to  a  later  and  a  lovolitM'  life, 
Why  waste  our  precious  time  on  such  ;is  he  ? 
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Thomas  Mookk. 
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Loud  lJvi;iiN. 
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GEORGE   THE  FOURTH. 


Old  England  cai'ried  out  her  king's  endeavor, 
Followed  his  lead  and  nothing  did  by  halves ; 

Let  truth  sink  into  her  well.     He  has  gone  forever, 
With  his  well-cut  features  and  his  handsome  calves. 

Died  June  26th,  1830,  aged  68. 

BuRlEU  in  St.  George's  Clia))el,  Windsor. 
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Dover  Cli.   s. 
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Ives. 
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BeaI-    BkUMMKJ^L,    KlNi;    r;E()ROE's    RiVAL, 


William  the  Fouktii. 
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WILLIAM    THE   FOIIKTH. 

Third  son  of  George  the  Third. 


Born  August  21st,  ITGo. 

Markied  to  tlie  Princess  Adeluido  of  Saxe-Meiningen,  July  18th 
1818.  ■^ 

Crowned  1830. 


He  was  "our  sailor  king,"  and  in  his  day 

The  great  ''Reform  Bill"  passed  and  pleased  the  nation. 
Being  old  when  crowned  his  reign  soon  sped  away 

To  flags  half-mast,  and  a  funeral  oration. 

Queen  Adelaide  was  a  gentle,  worthy  lady, 

Generous  and  kind,  and  thoughtful  of  the  poor; 

And  if  King  William's  life  was  somewhat  shady, 
She  was  a  queen  indeed,  and  something  more— 


A  Christian  soul,  a  liberal-minded  woman, 
Who  in  her  will  remembered  those  in  need, 

And  thought  upon  the  sad,  the  sick,  the  common- 
A  flower  of  womanhood  and  not  a  weed. 
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Queen  Adelaide. 
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WILLIAM   rilE  FOURTH. 

Borne  to  her  grave  by  twelve  stout  British  seamen, 
In  love  for  the  king  and  tlie  navy  where  he  served, 

A  farewell  compliment  from  this  sweet  woman, 
A  compliment,  I  think,  he  scarce  deserved. 

But  it  pleased  the  sailors,  and  perhaps  she  knew 

It  would  glad  and  warm  the  heart  of  good  Jack  Tar- 
Brave  sea-dog,  he  has  compliments  so  few, 

Though  he  l)ravely  bears  the  brunt  in  every  war. 

But  one  great  glory  anrl  gain 
Marks  Sailor  William's  rei<:n 

Through  the  perseverance  of  a  saint  of  God- 
Good  Wilherforce,  who  righted  a  great  wrong 
And  freed  the  slaves,  eight  hundred  thousand  strong— 

Our  brethren,  not  in  color  but  in  blood. 
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TuK  King  (lied  June  20tli,  18:^7,  agetl  72. 
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Ql-eex  Vk  tokia  in  iiKK  Coronation  Robks. 
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VK'TOIUA. 


B(.k.N  May  24tli,  J.sH>. 
Cr()\vm.;i)  Juno  i>oth,  18.S7 


AXD 


now  I'll  tellyouof  alivini 


queen, 


Great  Britain's  tigmehead,  her  nation's  v.ice  • 
I'll  tell  you  what  I've  heard  of  her  and  .seen, 

And  wliat  she  likes  and  what  she  does  by' choice 


Oui-  Queen  !     I' 


m  sure  a  person  foreicrn  hum 


Can  hardly  understand  our  heart's  whol 


When  Ave  sing  "Gods 


e  mii;ht 


save  the  Queen  "  in  early  morn 


Or  in  the  still  and  solemn  hour  of  ni-di 


t, 


Or  at  any  hour  of  the  day  when  that  anthem  rolls 
Through  broad  cathedral  or  through  public  s.uan 

Ihe  Jitting  up  of  many  million  souls 
To  the  Infinite,  who  hears  and  answers  prayer 
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8he  came  to  a  weary  and  a  waiting  nation 

Like  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  ;  a  widening  scope 

For  nobler  thouglit  and  grander  aspiration 

Came  then,  and  she  has  answered  (jur  great  hope. 


Princk  Alukkt  and  tiik  (^ikkn. 

[We  know  (for  hjve  has  insight),  royal  woman. 

The  loneliness  and  hardness  of  thy  duty, 
And  we  rejoice  that  one  so  truly  '*  human  " 

(In  Carlyle's  words)  gave  counsel  sweet,  and  beaut}'. 


I 


f^fifi 


ii 


And  bright  romance,  and  true  and  holy  love, 
In  the  early  years  of  thy  long  glorious  reign. 

He  shared  thy  cares ;  his  whole  life  went  to  prove 
That  a  royal  home  may  be  pure  and  without  stain.] 


VrCTORlA. 

Well,  to  begin,  this  good  queen  loves  her  horses, 
And  sees  that  they  nre  cared  for,  well  and  hale ; 

And  I  am  told  the  royal  heart  n^joices 
In  everything  with  four  legs  and  a  tail. 


17M 
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O.K  QrKEN's  FmsT  Chim.-Tme  Vhjsvkss  Roya.. 
/Vom  a  painting  by  Winterhatter. 
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.] 


Her  dogs  are  special  pets.     I  know  that  8pot 
(And  Marco,  too)  is  a  highly-favored  f.-iend 

(Perhaps  she  thinks  of  the  fair,  frail  royal  Scot, 
And  how  hpr  doggie  loved  her  to  the  end). 

She  likes  to  see  them  comfortable  and  jolly ; 

She  knows  their  faithful  hearts,  their  love,  their  loyalty  ; 
She  calls  them  -friends,"  and  does  not  think  it  folly 

Or  any  derogation  from  her  royalty. 


Pip 
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Then  she  loves  little  children  and  poor  women, 

Feels  for  their  woes,  their  sorrows,  wants  and  wrongs  • 

She  loves  her  colliers,  fisiior  folk  and  seamen ; 
She  loves  good  music  and  old  Scottish  son-1 

She  loves  her  soldiers.     It  has  been  her  fate 
To  receive  all  kinds  of  souls  and  prize  them  all 

In  their  variance,  from  the  statesman  wise  and  great 
Down  to  wee  tots,  wh<,  are  very,  very  small. 

She  has  kept  her  people's  good  in  lu.-  heart  forever, 
Nor  turned  her  back  on  despised  and  naked  trutli, 

But  welcomed  each  imj.rovement  and  endeavor. 
From  honest  Shaftesbury  to  General  Booth.  ' 

Her  heart  warms  to  the  workers  of  the  earth, 
For  she  is  a  worker.     She  makes  lovely  lace. 

She  can  spin  flax  and  knit.     Her  household  worth 
Makes  her  quick  to  feel  each  touch  of  homely  grace 


And  she  keeps  all  appoint.nents  to  the  minute. 
She  never  let  her  lowest  su])ject  wait 

When  she  said  she  would  see  him.     There's  a  great  deal 
in  it ; 

It  is  not  a  common  virtue,  let  me  state, 


F 
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She  loves  a  christening  or  a  wedding  feast, 

And  takes  an  interest  in  both  maid  and  lover ; 

Prizes  old  servants,  down  to  the  very  least 

(Would  every  mistress  did  the  wide  world  over). 

She  gave  a  peerage  to  her  greatest  poet, 

And  pensions  to  worthy  workers  of  all  kinds  ; 

And  she  appreciates,  we  feel  and  know  it, 
The  greatest  thoughts  of  men  of  many  minds. 

Her  life  from  youth  is  l)y  far  the  noblest  story 
Of  royal  womanhood  we  have  ever  seen. 

In  her  "the  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  gl<»ry  " 

Above  the  royal  crown.      "God  save  the  Queen." 


^i 


Prince  Albert  when  a  Child. 
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THE    END. 
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Little  pitdiors  with  lon;^,'  ears 
All  hrimful  of  kings  and  queens; 

^V'ise  and  learned  little  dears 

Knowing  well  what  history  means ; 

Lads  and  lassies,  now  good-l)ye,  , 
For  the  best  ni  friends  must  part. 

If  you  ai-e  weaiy,  so  am  I ; 

Fare-you-\Nell,  with  all  niy  heart. 


